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Wanted: Women in 

Combat for Wars Without End 
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Does the Mainstream Media Hate Blacks? 
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Is One Side to Blame? 


I read your article “America’s Civil War 
and the Advent of Total War” (October 20 
issue) and was very angered by this biased 
article, which accused the North of insti- 
gating total war. It would be interesting to 
know Thomas R. Eddlem’s background, 
as I would guess he in an unreconstructed 
Southerner. 

I find it ironic that the article denigrates 
the North for the Dahlgren plan, which 
never came to fruition. Yet, it was Abra- 
ham Lincoln who was assassinated by 
Confederates. 

As for General Sherman being a war 
criminal, he offered to the Georgia gover- 
nor to pay for all that his army used cross- 
ing the state if Georgia would withdraw 
from what was a foregone conclusion: The 
South would lose. Instead, the governor 
refused, so Sherman did the “March to the 
Sea.” So, whose fault was it? 

Southern troops had robbed supply 
trains, yet General Sheridan is deemed a 
war criminal for burning the Shenandoah 
Valley to stop supplies to the Confederate 
Army. 

I find it almost amusing that the article 
fails to mention the Confederate Gen- 
eral McCausland, who demanded a huge 
amount in gold for not burning Cham- 
bersburg, Pennsylvania. When the town 
refused to pay the ransom, the Confeder- 
ates burned it. After the war, Northerners 
wanted this general prosecuted, and Lin- 
coln refused, saying there would be no 
end to such trials for both sides. Nor did 
I see any mention of the murder of black 
troops who were trapped in a pit created 
by a Union explosion at Ft. Pillow. 

As for Henry Wirz, Camp Sumter (a.k.a. 
Andersonville Prison) was nothing but 
inhuman. Wirz should have paroled the 
prisoners when he could not feed them or 
provide medical care or even clean water. 
These soldiers would have gone home and 
not fought any longer, as was the rule at 
that time. He was truly a war criminal by 
any standards. 

Both sides committed terrible acts, but 
your article was clearly trying to rewrite 
history. More material has been written on 
the War of the Rebellion (Congress’ offi- 
cial name for the war) than any other topic 
in history. The losing side has had plenty 
of opportunity to correct historical errors 
of Northern writers. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


I had direct ancestors on both sides of the 
war. I had family who owned slaves. I had 
family who assisted the Underground Rail- 
road. I am the only person to have served 
as a state commander for the Sons of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War and the Sons of 
Confederate Veterans. I have no axe to grind 
in this matter, other than seeking balance. 

KeiTH D. ASHLEY 
Pomeroy, Ohio 


Thomas R. Eddlem responds: This Bos- 
ton-born Yankee got a chuckle out of Mr. 
Ashley s guess that I’m an “unreconstructed 
Southerner.” It’s only a slight exaggeration 
to say that the “Deep South” to me is New 
Bedford, Massachusetts. That the guess 
comes two issues after I condemned the bru- 
tality of the “Black Codes” in the Recon- 
struction-era South (“The Racist Origin of 
America’s Gun Control Laws,” September 
22 issue) makes it more amusing still. 

I prefer to lay the facts down as they 
are, and I’m not afraid to point out that the 
only “state’s right” that South Carolina 
complained about being infringed when it 
seceded from the United States was that 
the North was no longer forcibly returning 
fugitive chattel slaves (as I did in the 2012 
article “Nullification: Ableman v. Booth 
and the Nature of the U.S. Constitution”). 

Mr. Ashley correctly points out that 
Confederate forces committed war crimes 
during the war, and that I largely omitted 
them from the article. There were several 
massacres on both sides in that war, as 
was the case in Kansas and Missouri. The 
difference was that Union atrocities were 
directed from the top, by General Ulysses 
S. Grant, while the Confederate s top gen- 
eral, Robert E. Lee, discouraged them. 

Both sides committed crimes in their 
own unique way; South Carolina was 
perhaps unique in modern history in that 
it was claiming to fight for “freedom” 
at the same time nearly 50 percent of 
its population was in brutal slave labor 
camps. But Union officials unquestion- 
ably made the conscious decision to en- 
gage in total war against the South be- 
ginning in the summer of 1864. 


Send your letters to: THE NEW AMERICAN, P.O. 
Box 8040, Appleton, WI 54912. Or e-mail: 
editorial@thenewamerican.com. Due to vol- 
ume received, not all letters can be answered. 
Letters may be edited for space and clarity. 


INSIDE TRACK 


Obama Secretly Authorizes U.S. Combat Extension of Afghan War 


The Obama administration has secret- 
ly extended U.S. armed forces partici- 
pation in ground combat operations in 
Afghanistan through 2015, the New 
York Times reported November 22. 
The president had publicly promised 
back in May that the U.S. ground forc- 
es’ combat role would be completed at 
the end of the current calendar year. 

“Mr. Obama’s order allows Amer- 
ican forces to carry out missions 
against the Taliban and other militant 
groups threatening American troops 
or the Afghan government,” said 
the Times, citing several anonymous 
sources. The Obama administration 
now plans “a broader mission than 
the president described to the public 
earlier this year, according to several 
administration, military and congressional officials with knowl- 
edge of the decision.” Obama would also continue to authorize 
airstrikes and drone strikes across the war-torn nation. 

The decision to return to combat in Afghanistan means that 
Obama has reversed his position on the Iraq and Afghanistan wars, 
both of which he had promised to end when he campaigned in 
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2008. As a senator campaigning for the 
presidency in 2007, Obama stated that he 
was against carrying out wars by executive 
fiat without the explicit consent of Con- 
gress. Now, more than six years into his 
presidency, the Nobel Peace Prize-winning 
president has yet to bring peace to a sin- 
gle nation. Additionally, he has extended 
American wars to Libya (now concluded) 
and Syria (ongoing) by executive fiat. 

President Obama has repeatedly 
violated this campaign promise by de- 
ploying troops for longer than 60 days 
without congressional consent in Libya, 
Syria, Iraq, and now Afghanistan in di- 
rect violation of the War Powers Resolu- 
tion of 1973. Congress did not authorize 
the wars in Libya or Syria, and autho- 
rized the war in Afghanistan only to go 
after al-Qaeda terrorists and remove the Taliban and in Iraq to 
go after alleged weapons of mass destruction. 

Just as the president has ignored his campaign promises and 
constitutional responsibilities with his executive wars, he has also 
violated both the U.S. Constitution and his campaign promises 
with respect to executive orders. 


Ambassador to UN: Americans Should Get Behind Global Intervention 


Samantha Power, the U.S. ambassador to the United Nations, 
encouraged Americans to stay committed to America’s increas- 
ingly interventionist foreign policy and to avoid wearying of the 
role the country must play in protecting the world from a variety 
of threats to its national security. 

During remarks made November 19 at the Defense One Sum- 
mit — a confab of who’s who of war profiteers — Power warned 
against withdrawing from the global battles against disease and 
extremism. According to Defense One’s report of the event: 


“T think there is too much of, ‘Oh, look, this is what in- 
tervention has wrought.’ ... One has to be careful about 
overdrawing lessons,” Power said Wednesday during the 
Defense One Summit. At the same time, she said, “We are 
asking an awful lot right now of our forces.” 

“The risk of using military force is so significant ... there 
should be a lot of layers and a lot of checks and balances. 
But at the same time there are really profound risks to our 
national security that exist today.” 


Flogging the necessity of American interventionism is nothing 
new to Power. For years she has preached the doctrine of Amer- 
ica as the world’s military messiah. 

A central tenet of this doctrine is the surrender of U.S. sov- 


ereignty to a greater government with authority in every square 
inch of the globe. 

Now that she is in the driver’s seat of the American delegation 
to the UN, Power seems set on accelerating toward an unprec- 
edented drive for one-world government and a subordination of 
U.S. sovereignty to the unelected, unaccountable whims of that 
world body. 


| —_ 
UNITED STATE 
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Utah Introduces Bill to Cut Off Water to the NSA Data Center 


Utah State Representative Marc Roberts is ready to try again to 
cut off the water to the massive National Security Agency (NSA) 
data center near Salt Lake City. 

Although the legislation won’t be considered by the state 
House of Representatives until sometime early in 2015, Roberts’ 
bill, H.B. 161, is already facing scrutiny from some of his fel- 
low lawmakers. Members of the Public Utilities and Technology 
Interim Committee met to conduct preliminary hearings into the 
ends and means of the measure. As reported by the Salt Lake 
Tribune on November 19: 


A Utah legislative committee on Wednesday asked a law- 


maker to refine a bill that seeks to — eventually — shut 
off water to the National Security Agency’s data center in 
Bluffdale. 

Committee members expressed some concerns with the 
bill but no outright opposition. They asked the bill’s spon- 
sor, Rep. Marc Roberts, R-Santaquin, to better define who 
would be impacted by the bill. 


Although HB 161 wouldn’t immediately close the spigot at the 
massive surveillance complex, the bill would prohibit a renewal 
of the current contract, which is due to expire in 2021. 

Just how much water the NSA is using to cool the data-collect- 
ing computers housed at the Utah facility is not exactly known. 
The federal government insists that if such information were 
made public, it would threaten national security. 

If the federal government’s drive to accumulate unbounded 
power is to be thwarted, states and citizens must unite in their 
opposition to federal overreach and refuse to participate in or 
permit the enforcement of any unconstitutional federal act within 
their sovereign borders. 

While less than ideal, Representative Roberts’ bill moves the 
ball closer toward the goal line of restoring the ramparts of the 
Constitution that once protected the people from the grasping 
talons of a government grown too powerful. 


Warrantless Surveillance to Continue Without Patriot Act Extension 


Even if a controversial provision of the USA Patriot Act used 
to justify the legality of warrantless searches expires on June 1, 
2015 without congressional action, NSA and White House of- 
ficials have already determined the warrantless surveillance pro- 
gram will continue unchanged without Congress, the New York 
Times reported November 20. 

Virtually all of the unconstitutional warrantless surveillance 
by the NSA is allegedly justified by an obscure executive order 
issued by President Reagan, the ACLU reported October 30. The 
executive order did not grant authority to surveil Americans with- 
out warrant, but NSA documents reveal that this is how intelli- 
gence officials have “interpreted” it. One training document used 
by the NSA acknowledges, “Executive Order 12333 was issued 
by the President of the United States to provide for the effective 
conduct of US intelligence activities and the protection of the 
rights of US persons. It is the primary source of NSA’s foreign 
intelligence-gathering authority.” 

But senators have been laboring under the idea that the pro- 
gram is operating under the permission of actual legislation. “I 
believe that if we do not pass this bill, the metadata program is at 
risk because the 215 program sunsets next year,” Senator Dianne 
Feinstein (D-Calif.) said November 18 in Senate debate on an 
NSA reauthorization measure, the misnamed USA Freedom Act. 

But Feinstein’s own former staffers on the Senate Intelligence 
Committee are now stating publicly that the program would go 
on whether Congress reauthorized it or not. “It was always un- 


derstood that no investigation should be different the day after 
the sunset than it was the day before,” former Senate Intelligence 
Committee lawyer Michael Davidson told the New York Times. 
“There are important reasons for Congress to legislate on what, 
if any, program is now warranted. But considering the actual lan- 
guage of the sunset provision, no one should believe the present 
program will disappear solely because of the sunset.” 

Such a comment is perhaps the strongest admission that Con- 
gress has become irrelevant, and that the executive branch of 
government has become autocratic and without check. 


INSIDE TRACK 


Immigration: Does Obama See Himself as an Elected Dictator? 


time television on November 20, Presi- 

dent Obama did not deliver any surprises 
as he unveiled his plan to use executive action 
to grant protection from deportation to millions 
of illegal immigrants. After all, the administra- 
tion had already repeatedly made clear its intent 
to rule by decree on immigration and other is- 
sues, despite the fact that under the U.S. Consti- 
tution, only Congress may make law. 

Under the president’s plan, two groups of 
illegal immigrants would qualify for amnesty: 
those who have been in the United States for 
more than five years, and those who have chil- 
dren who are U.S. citizens or legal residents. 

Obama justified his use of executive author- 
ity to shield illegal aliens from deportation on 
the failure of Congress to pass what he termed 
“common sense law.” “But until that happens,” 
he claimed, “there are actions I have the legal authority to take 
as President — the same kinds of actions taken by Democratic 
and Republican presidents before me — that will help make our 
immigration system more fair and more just.” 

The executive action that Obama announced was a complete 
about-face from his comments on the proper use of presidential 
authority during a Univision Town Hall held on March 28, 2011 
when he said: 


S peaking from the White House on prime- 


With respect to the notion that I can just suspend depor- 
tations through executive order, that’s just not the case, 
because there are laws on the books that Congress has 
passed.... There are enough laws on the books by Congress 
that are very clear in terms of how we have to enforce our 
immigration system, that for me to simply through execu- 
tive order ignore those congressional mandates would not 
conform with my appropriate role as President. 


Obama made the same point during his 2008 campaign for 
president at a Town Hall meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, in 
which he condemned President Bush’s attempts to bypass Con- 
gress. “The biggest problems that we’re facing right now have 
to do with George Bush trying to bring more and more power 
into the executive branch and not go through Congress at all, and 
that’s what I intend to reverse when I’m president of the United 
States of America,” he said. 

From his description of his planned actions during his Novem- 
ber 20 address, it is apparent that what Obama had previously 
stated would not conform with his “appropriate role as President” 
is very different from what he now deems appropriate, legal, and 
constitutional. 

After the president’s address, Chris Wallace asked Senator Ted 
Cruz (R-Texas) on Fox News Sunday to comment on Obama’s 
claim that he’s using his prosecutorial discretion “to go after the 
bad guys and not to go after parents of people who are in this 
country legally.” Cruz replied: 


WIV: 


Well, the notion that this is just prosecutorial discretion is 
simply nonsense. The Constitution gives Congress the au- 
thority to establish our immigration laws. What the presi- 
dent announced this week is a wholesale refusal to follow 
our immigration laws, to enforce our immigration laws.... 
For 4 million to 5 million people here illegally, he’s prom- 
ising to print up and give work authorization. Essentially, 
he’s gotten in the job of counterfeiting immigration papers, 
because there’s no legal authority to do what he’s doing. 


“That’s just not how our democracy works,” House Speaker 
John Boehner claimed in a statement after the White House 
released the details of Obama’s plan, apparently oblivious to 
the fact that the United States is a republic (a government of 
law), not a democracy (majority rule). “The president has said 
before that he’s ‘not king’ and he’s ‘not an emperor,’ but he’s 
sure acting like one.” 

King? Emperor? How about elected dictator? 

And what are the long-term consequences of Obama’s shred- 
ding of the Constitution? Of course, if he can rule by decree on 
immigration, he can rule by decree on other issues as well. In fact, 
he has promised to do so. 

But Obama’s executive actions on immigration alone will 
profoundly impact America, further straining our social-welfare 
system (which contributes significantly to the illegal immigra- 
tion influx into the United States) as well as the job market, and 
eventually, even changing the overall political understanding and 
attitudes of the electorate. 

Regarding the latter issue, John Birch Society President John 
F. McManus observed, “Most Democrats including President 
Obama insist that illegal immigrants are filling jobs that most 
Americans won’t do. The recent election showed that one of those 
jobs most Americans won’t do is vote for Democrats. Granting 
a newly crafted form of amnesty to these illegal immigrants is 
designed to correct that,” meaning that Obama took this action 
simply to pad the electorate with Democrat voters. Hi 
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Incoming Senate Leader Blasts President for Bypassing Congress 
“[That’s] like waving a red flag in front of a bull.” 

When President Obama announced that he would use his executive au- 
thority to “fix” the nation s immigration system, Senator Mitch McCon- 
nell isswed some tough talk. Whether he’ll back it up with tough action 
remains to be seen. . 
: miter 
Campaign Manager Blames Voter ID Law McConnell 
for the Defeat of the Congressman He Served 
“Republicans counted on Voter ID suppressing Democratic-leaning minority turnout by a couple of points. 
That appears to be exactly what happened.” 

In his statement after the defeat of Congressman Pete Gallego (D-Texas), campaign manager Anthony 
Gutierrez seemed to indicate that people who couldnt show that they were legal voters stayed away 
on Election Day. 
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Investment Guru Doesn’t Believe the Economy Is Improving 

“Nobody can predict how long government can get away with fake growth, fake money, fake jobs, fake 
financial stability, fake inflation numbers, and fake income growth. We do not think this optimism is 
warranted, and we think a lot of the data is cooked or misleading.” 

The leader of the $25 billion hedge fund Elliott Management, Paul 
Singer sent his assessment of the monetary condition of the nation to 
his list of investors. 


Newly Elected Senator Speaks Out About Amnesty 

“T have told some of my Democratic colleagues that when the next 
Republican president comes in, he’ll just give amnesty to everyone on 
ObamaCare. He’ll issue a waiver and say, ‘I’m not going to enforce the 
individual mandate. I’m not going to enforce anything on businesses. I 
have that authority.’ Is that OK?” 

James : While making his statement, Oklahoma's Republican Senator-elect James 
Lankford Lankford produced a mischievous smile. 
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Democrat Plan to Combat Climate Change Is Seen as a Target to Counter Hillary Clinton 
“They’re [Democrats] giving Republicans fertile ground for attack. Overregulation is clearly a job killer, 
and jobs and the economy and middle-class wages are going to be a huge issue in the 2016 election. And 
with John Podesta setting up Hillary’s position regarding claims of environmentalists, they’re going to 
put themselves in a weak position.” 

Preparing to do battle with Hillary Clinton in 2016, longtime Republican strategist Mike Murphy has 
been cheered by the Republican gains in the 2014 elections. 


Massachusetts Town Will Not Bar Selling of Tobacco Products 
“What upset everyone [in town] was that we felt we didn’t have a say. But this didn’t divide the town; 
it united us.” 
Board of Health officials in the small community of Westminster, Massachusetts, decided to ban the selling 
of tobacco products, but townspeople demanded that the decision be reversed. Joe Serio, a pharmacy owner 
in the town, noted that hundreds of local residents flooded the next meeting of the Board of Health. Westmin- 
ster would have been the first community in the nation to take such a step. 
Al 
Up to His Ears in Debt, He Still Claims to Be a Leader for Blacks Sharpton 
“A lot of people don’t like the fact that President Obama is the president. F 
A lot of people don’t like the fact that Bill deBlasio won for mayor [of 
New York City]. And they certainly don’t like the fact that I’m still here. 
And I ain’t going nowhere.” 
Facing scrutiny for unpaid taxes, rent, and more, the Reverend Al Sharpton 
took to the microphones to respond to claims that his cupboard is not only 
bare, but that he owes millions. @ 
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— COMPILED BY JOHN F. MCMANUS 
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CHRISTIAN 
PERSEVERANCE 


From the Middle East to Africa to China, Christians are being killed for their faith, much 
like most of the apostles. Despite the persecution, Christianity and Christians go on. 


by William F. Jasper 


eriam Ibrahim sat shackled in 
Khartoum’s Omdurman Fed- 
eral Women’s Prison, sentenced 


to 100 lashes and death by hanging. Her 
20-month-old son, Martin Wani, who 
shared her prison cell, was ill from the filth 
and the stress of the imprisonment. And 


10 


now, Ibrahim, a Christian Sudanese who 
was pregnant when arrested, would deliver 
her second child in prison. Her legs were 
swollen from being shackled. Not only 


was she denied transfer to a hospital and 
medical treatment, the 27-year-old mother 
was forced to deliver her baby daughter on 
the floor, while still being shackled. 
What heinous crime did Ibrahim stand 


convicted of to deserve such cruel treat- 
ment? She was arrested in February 2014 
and accused of apostasy and adultery for 
abandoning Islam and marrying a Chris- 
tian. However, Meriam Ibrahim insists 
that she never was a Muslim, that she is 
a life-long Christian, raised by her Chris- 
tian mother. Her father, a Muslim, had 
abandoned the family when she was very 
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young. She married Daniel Wani, a Su- 
danese Christian, who is a citizen of the 
United States of America. But the Su- 
danese court ruled that she should have 
followed the Muslim faith of her father. 
Her Christian marriage was not valid, said 
the court, so her marital relationship with 
Daniel Wani amounted to adultery. She 
was ordered to renounce her Christian 
faith and convert to Islam. She refused. 
Muslim mullahs visited her prison cell 
daily to recite the Koran and badger her to 
convert. Still she refused. 

A worldwide “Save Meriam” campaign 
by various Christian ministries and human 
rights organizations drew global attention 
to the imprisoned mother’s tragic plight. 
With international condemnation building 
and Western governments threatening to 
cut off aid to the Sudanese government, 
the brutal regime of Omar al-Bashir, on 
June 23, 2014, released Ibrahim and her 
children from prison. Ibrahim, her hus- 
band, and children were on their way to 
freedom and a new life together in the 
United States. Jubilant celebrations around 
the world soon took another dramatic turn, 
however, when the family was re-arrested 
the following day at the Khartoum airport, 
on trumped-up charges of forgery and 
travel document “irregularities.” This de- 
tainment, thankfully, proved to be tempo- 
rary — a last-ditch harassment — and on 
June 24 the heroic Meriam Ibrahim, her 
husband, Daniel Wani; son, Martin Wani; 
and infant daughter, Maya; departed from 
Sudan aboard an Italian government jet, 
accompanied by Italy’s vice minister for 
foreign affairs, Lapo Pistelli. 

In Rome, the persecuted family met 
with Pope Francis before traveling to the 
United States to their new home in New 
Hampshire. The Italian newspaper La Re- 
pubbiica reported that the pontiff thanked 
her for her “witness to faith” and her “per- 
severance” under persecution. 

“T have always wanted and only wanted 
my faith. The love of my husband is a gift 
from God,” Ibrahim told reporters follow- 
ing the meeting. 

In a September 15, 2014 interview, 
Meriam Ibrahim told Fox News’ Megyn 
Kelly that she was able to persevere in her 
prison tribulation because “I was sure God 
would stand by my side.” 

“My faith was the only weapon that I 
had in these [prison] confrontations with 
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imams and Muslim scholars because that’s 
what I believe,” she said. “Faith means 
life. If you don’t have faith, you’re not 
alive.” If you don’t have faith, you’re not 
alive. Powerful words truly spoken — by 
an heroic woman of faith. Without faith 
one is dead indeed; but when faith is vig- 
orously alive it can never be destroyed. 
Our physical bodies may be imprisoned, 
broken, and killed, but our eternal souls 
can never be imprisoned or destroyed by 
the rulers of this world. 

Speaking through a translator, Ibrahim 
told Megyn Kelly that “there are many 
Meriams in Sudan and throughout the 
world. It’s not just me.” 


It is tragically true that, despite the relief 
of the terrible cruelties suffered by Ibra- 
him, in Sudan alone there are countless 
“Meriams,” many of whom have endured 
far worse, including martyrdom. Many 
have suffered being raped, gang-raped, 
sold into slavery, tortured, imprisoned, 
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mutilated, dismembered, and murdered. 
For more than two decades, the vicious 
al-Bashir dictatorship has waged a relent- 
less campaign of religious persecution and 
ethnic cleansing aimed at Islamization and 
Arabization of Sudan. That has meant al- 
most continuous war against the black Af- 
rican tribes, most of which are Christian 
or animist. Most of Sudan’s Christians are 
Roman Catholic or Anglican (Episcopal 
Church of Sudan), but there are also many 
smaller denominations, such as the Greek 
Orthodox Church, the Coptic Orthodox 
Church, the Presbyterian Evangelical 
Church, and the Apostolic Church, as well 
as Seventh Day Adventist, Jehovah’s Wit- 
ness, Nazarene, and Pentecostal churches. 

The al-Bashir government in Khartoum, 
backed by Communist China, has carried 
out much of the persecution/genocide di- 
rectly, utilizing troops, planes, and heli- 
copter gunships to wipe out whole villag- 
es. However, it has also infamously used 
the “Janjaweed” (men with guns on hors- 
es) militias to do its dirty work. In Sudan’s 


Saved from death sentence: Meriam Ibrahim, holding her daughter, Maya, who was born in 
prison, receives a blessing from Pope Francis in Rome on July 24, 2014, after escaping Sudan. 
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The persecuted: Christian refugees from Mosul, shown here in camps at Levo, Iraq, in August 
2014, hold a prayer session for the thousands of fellow Christians who have had to flee from the 


Islamic State (ISIS) terrorists. 


Darfur region alone, from 2003 to present, 
various estimates place the number of Su- 
danese Christians murdered in the tens of 
thousands, with two to four million refu- 
gees and hundreds of thousands dying due 
to wounds, exposure, malnutrition, sick- 
ness, and the rigors of war and displace- 
ment. The al-Bashir regime, reportedly, 
has brought tens of thousands of Arabic 
Muslims from neighboring Chad and 
Niger to take over the former Christian vil- 
lages. Currently, in the Nuba Mountains 
of Southern Kordofan State, the Sudanese 
persecution/genocide campaign continues 
unabated. 

In Iraq, the Sunni Muslim group known 
as ISIS (the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria) 
has grabbed global attention with a spate 
of videotaped beheadings and crucifixions. 
In an August 8, 2014 interview with Epis- 
copal News Service (ENS), Canon Andrew 
White of Baghdad’s Anglican Church told 
of an ISIS attack on the Christian town of 
Qaraqosh, where many of his parishioners 
had fled to escape persecution in Baghdad. 
“T’m almost in tears because I’ve just had 
somebody in my room whose little child 
was cut in half,” an emotional Canon White 


told ENS. “I baptized his child in my church 
in Baghdad. This little boy, they named him 
after me — he was called Andrew.” 

The boy’s father had been a founding 
member of the church back in 1998 when 
the canon had first come to Baghdad. By 
moving north to Qaraqosh, Andrew’s fam- 
ily had hoped to be safer, but it may have 
increased their danger. “This town of Qa- 
ragosh is a Christian village so they knew 
everybody there was part of their target 
group,” said White. “They [ISIS] attacked 
the whole of the town. They bombed it, 
they shot at people.” The ISIS terrorists 
captured Qaraqosh on the night of August 
6-7. Survivors fled to Irbil. 

ISIS — which has renamed itself the 
Islamic State (IS) — has proclaimed a 
worldwide caliphate, claiming religious 
authority over all Muslims. Christians, 
non-Sunni Muslims, and people of other 
religions must convert to the rigid ISIS 
brand of Sunni Islam — or die. Amel 
Nona, the Roman Catholic archbishop of 
Mosul, has the painful duty of being shep- 
herd to a flock that is daily being slaugh- 
tered. And those who have escaped the 
slaughter thus far are faced with dire need. 


The al-Bashir government in Khartoum, backed 

by Communist China, has carried out much of the 
persecution/genocide directly, utilizing troops, planes, 
and helicopter gunships to wipe out whole villages. 
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In a letter of thanks to the Italian “Adopt 
a Christian from Mosul” campaign in Oc- 
tober of this year, Archbishop Nona ex- 
plained the situation: 


Today the refugees are suffering a 
very difficult situation, especially 
because winter has already started 
and the rains are due. The difficul- 
ties arise from the lack of food, warm 
clothes, blankets against the cold.... 
There are also difficulties regarding 
health issues. Thousands of families 
cannot pay rent on the apartments 
where they are living because it is 
very high, and they are out of work. 
Every day the need and demand for 
safe housing and shelter increases. 


Archbishop Nona went on to tell of his 
heroic sheep that have faced the ISIS 
wolves: 


In our dramatic situation every now 
and then we glimpse a ray of light 
from heaven, which gives us the 
courage to continue our life of faith 
despite all the difficulties and prob- 
lems. For example, we received 
some testimonials from our remain- 
ing faithful in the Christian villages 
in the Nineveh Plain. I’ve heard that 
a few days ago in the village of Bar- 
tella, a family with one of their neigh- 
bors had remained there even after 
the arrival of the army of the Islamic 
State (or Isis). They were caught as 
they attempted to leave the village, 
were arrested and forced to convert 
to Islam. The neighbor refused and 
thus was immediately killed. But the 
woman, fearing for the fate of her 
children, said the formula by which 
we convert to Islam. But on arriving 
at Erbil she repented and asked for 
forgiveness, returning to the Chris- 
tian faith. Another story concerns 
two elderly women [who] remained 
in a village called Karemless, on the 
Nineveh Plains. These courageous 
women met the ISIS militants who 
wanted to force them to convert to 
Islam. Instead they argued with cour- 
age, defending their Christian faith 
and saying that everyone has the 
freedom to profess their own faith... 
They argued for about an hour with 
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the militants that threatened to kill 
them, but without having to convert. 
In the end they let them go. I have 
personally met the two women be- 
cause they are in my diocese. I’ve 
seen them happy and full of trust in 
God and in themselves. They did not 
renounce their faith and gave a great 
testimony. 


All across Iraq the story is the same. Under 
the dictatorial regime of Saddam Hussein, 
Christians faced various forms of discrimi- 
nation and oppression, but were relatively 
safe from outright persecution. Since he 
was removed (by the U.S.-led coalition), 
Christians have been the primary victims 
of the ensuing chaos. At the time of the first 
Gulf War in 1991, the Christian population 
in Iraq stood at about 1.5 million. Today 
it is estimated to be less than 400,000 and 
is rapidly dwindling. Those who have not 
been killed — and for whom conversion is 
not an option — are fleeing. And it is not 
Iraq only that is experiencing the exodus; 
throughout the Middle East, the birthplace 
of Christianity, Christians are facing extinc- 
tion. In Egypt, Syria, Lebanon, Iran, and 
elsewhere in the Middle East, Christians 
are being forced to convert, flee, or die. 

In the Gospel according to Saint Luke 
(18:8b), Jesus Christ asks: “Nevertheless, 


Facing execution: Christian wife and mother 
Asia Bibi (left) faces the death sentence 

in Pakistan for “blasphemy.” Supporters 
calling for her release demonstrate in Lahore, 
Pakistan. 
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when the Son of Man comes, will He really 
find faith on the earth?” The answer to that 
question, as it pertains to the Middle East, 
is that the Christian Faith may soon be all 
but annihilated in that region. Meanwhile 
in Europe, once the center of Christendom, 
faith has all but disappeared, not through 
persecution but through succumbing to 
worldliness and neo-paganism. Even in the 
United States, which in comparison to Eu- 
rope is still spiritually vibrant, Christianity 
is largely an empty shell. Tens of millions 
of Americans identify themselves as Chris- 
tians but live by and large as pagans. Hence 
our society is unraveling, the consequence 
of widespread acceptance of perversion, 
promiscuity, pornography, profanity, abor- 
tion, apostasy, and other sins that dissolve 
societal foundations. The heroic persever- 
ance and martyrdom of our fellow believers 
throughout the world should inspire us to 
purge the spiritual sloth and worldly ac- 
commodation from our own lives and to 
more courageously and fervently live our 
faith. 

In Pakistan, the case of Asia Bibi, a 
Christian woman sentenced to death for 
blasphemy, is being compared to the situ- 
ation faced by Sudan’s Meriam Ibrahim. It 
is also drawing a worldwide appeal for her 
release. Bibi has been languishing on death 
row for four years, since her conviction in 
November 2010. She has appealed her case 
to Pakistan’s Supreme Court. According 
to Bibi, a 47-year-old mother of five from 
tural Punjab, she was falsely accused by a 
group of Muslim women who were out- 
raged that she had drunk from “their” well. 
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In her memoir, entitled Blasphemy, Asia 
Bibi says: 


I drank water from a well belonging 
to Muslim women, using “their” cup, 
in the burning heat of the midday sun. 

I, Asia Bibi, have been sentenced 
to death because I was thirsty. I’m 
a prisoner because I used the same 
cup as those Muslim women, because 
water served by a Christian woman 
was regarded as unclean by my stu- 
pid fellow fruit-pickers. 


According to Bibi, she had decided that 
she had had enough of their continu- 
ous insults to her religion and attempted 
to witness to her Christian faith. But the 
Muslim women became violent and began 
beating her. Later, a furious mob dragged 
her and the members of her family from 
their home and beat them savagely. Bat- 
tered and bruised, Bibi was dragged before 
a local imam, who told her that her only 
recourse was to convert to Islam or be put 
to death. In November 2010, she was sen- 
tenced to death in a Sharia court, making 
her the first woman in Pakistan’s history 
to be given the death penalty for blasphe- 
my. Some legal analysts predict that her 
chances of being acquitted by Pakistan’s 
Supreme Court are very good. However, 
even if she escapes the official death pen- 
alty, there is real reason to fear that it could 
be inflicted, nevertheless, by private actors 
(with more-or-less official sanction). 
“Two people associated with Bibi’s de- 
fence have been assassinated,” noted the 


ABOLISH BLASPHEMY L 
RELEASE IMMEDIAT 


ASIA 


ALL PAKISTAN MINORITIES ALLIANCE 


ChristianToday.com website. “Governor 
of Punjab, Salmaan Taseer, was murdered 
by a member of his security team in Janu- 
ary 2011 for opposing the blasphemy laws. 
Minority Affairs Minister Shahbaz Bhatti, 
the only Christian member of Pakistan’s 
cabinet, was shot dead by gunmen who 
ambushed his car in March 2011. He had 
spoken in defence of Bibi, and said he was 
‘committed to the principle of justice for 
the people of Pakistan.’” 


While the persecution of Christians by 
Muslim extremists and Islamic regimes 
receives some coverage in the Western 
secular media, the much more extensive 
persecution in Communist China goes 
largely unremarked by reporters and com- 
mentators for the major media. Few news 
stories inform viewers or readers of the re- 
cent and ongoing demolition of Protestant 
and Catholic church buildings, the forced 
removal of crosses from churches, the 
imprisonment of Christian house church 
pastors, and the imprisonment of Catholic 
bishops, priests, and nuns. 

In China’s central province of Henan, 


Last Christmas in Iraq? Will celebration of Christmas soon be a thing of the past in Iraq? These 


communist officials this past July handed 
a prison sentence of 12 years to prominent 
Christian pastor Zhang Shaojie, charging 
him with “fraud” and “gathering a crowd 
to disrupt public order.” The overseas- 
based Chinese Human Rights Defenders 
(CHRD) reported that Pastor Shaojie, 
along with approximately 20 church mem- 
bers, was forcibly taken into custody with- 
out a warrant in November 2013. 

“After the pastor was detained,” report- 
ed CHRD, “churchgoers and his family 
were harassed, threatened, and put under 
constant surveillance. Prior to his trial, 
Zhang’s daughter was disappeared and 
detained in a black jail.” China’s “black 
jails” are secret prisons that the govern- 
ment denies exist. However, the CHRD 
has documented their existence and ex- 
posed the depravity and impunity of the 
officials that run them and cover them up. 

“Inside these shadowy detention cells,” 
the group said in a press release announc- 
ing their report on the black jails earlier this 
year, “the predominantly female detain- 
ees — including elderly women, migrant 
women, women who lost land or were vic- 
timized by forced eviction, women with 
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Iraqi Christians pray amid tight security during a Christmas Mass at Virgin Mary Chaldean Church 


in Baghdad, on December 25, 2012. 
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disabilities, and mothers with young chil- 
dren — are subjected to appalling abuses, 
from physical and sexual assaults to depri- 
vation of medical treatment.” 

Christians and other religious believers 
often disappear into the black jails. Pastor 
Shaojie was the chairman and president 
of the local branch of the “Three-Self” 
Patriotic Protestant Church in China, 
which is officially sanctioned by the gov- 
ernment. Yet he and other official “Pa- 
triotic” churches are increasingly being 
subjected to the type of persecution that 
the authorities have, in the past, largely 
reserved for the “illegal” underground 
churches. Across China, officially rec- 
ognized churches are being targeted for 
destruction, while communist authorities 
have stepped up their pursuit of members 
of underground churches. In April of this 
year, authorities demolished a large, newly 
constructed Christian church in the city of 
Wenzhou, claiming it was “oversized,” 
even though the believers had gotten per- 
mission for the construction. Thousands 
of Christians flocked to the site in a futile 
attempt to stop the demolition, but police 
blocked them from interfering with the 
destruction. According to the China Aid 
Association, the Christians had spent $4.8 
million (and 12 years) building the church 
and are unlikely to find the resources to 
rebuild, even if they were to receive per- 
mission from the government to do so. 

Article 36 of the Constitution of the 
People’s Republic of China (PRC) claims: 


Citizens of the People’s Republic of 
China enjoy freedom of religious be- 
lief. No state organ, public organiza- 
tion or individual may compel citizens 
to believe in, or not to believe in, any 
religion; nor may they discriminate 
against citizens who believe in, or do 
not believe in, any religion. The state 
protects normal religious activities. 


Chinese authorities point to this consti- 
tutional protection and to their Potemkin 
churches that are on display for foreign 
visitors as proof that the persecution insti- 
tuted under Chairman Mao is a thing of the 
distant past. Modernization of a backward 
nation has been the top priority of China’s 
Communist Party since Deng Xiaoping 
launched the PRC’s new brand of “mar- 
ket socialism.” The Beijing regime real- 
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ized full well that modernization would be 
possible only with massive transfusions 
of Western capital, technology, and train- 
ing. And those transfusions would only 
be forthcoming if China at least put on a 
half-credible show of changing from a to- 
talitarian dictatorship to something of an 
authoritarian autocracy with capitalist ten- 
dencies. A big part of that change would 
involve a believable pretense of allowing 
basic human rights, especially involving 
freedom of religion. 

However, the Preamble of the PRC 
Constitution also states: 


The basic task of the nation in the 
years to come is to concentrate its 
effort on socialist modernization. 
Under the leadership of the Commu- 
nist Party of China and the guidance 
of Marxism- Leninism and Mao Ze- 
dong Thought, the Chinese people of 
all nationalities will continue to ad- 
here to the people’s democratic dic- 
tatorship and follow the socialist road 
... Step by step to turn China into a 
socialist country with a high level of 
culture and democracy. 


The ongoing persecution in China is an 
example of the pragmatic application of 
“Marxism-Leninism and Mao Zedong 
Thought” by the “people’s democratic 
dictatorship.” The communist authorities 
define the constitutionally protected “nor- 
mal religious activities” as those activities 
that are approved by the state. Article 36 
also states: “No one may make use of re- 
ligion to engage in activities that disrupt 
public order, impair the health of citizens 
or interfere with the educational system 
of the state.” These clauses provide ample 
camouflage for authorities to carry out re- 
ligious repression under the guise of pro- 
tecting the public. 

Fr. Bernardo Cervellera, director of 
Asia News, a Catholic news agency in 
Italy, says: 


The communist government is 
scared, because Christianity elevates 
the individual, it creates a bond 
among people, it fosters solidarity 
and helps those in need. So the gov- 
ernment fears that Christianity will 
become a channel through which so- 
cial revolts can gain strength. 
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Attacking the cross: In eastern China’s Zhejiang province, a church mem 
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ber of Zengshan Village 


Christian Church stands near rocks piled up in front of the gate to prevent government workers 
from moving in equipment to demolish the cross, on July 16, 2014. 


Fr. Cervellera, who was a missionary in 
China for seven years, spells out the real- 
ity of Christian persecution in the PRC. 
“There’s always the possibility of being 
arrested, or being taken to a forced labor 
camp, or in the case of some bishops, 
they simply disappear without a trace,” 
he says. “Without a formal accusation 
or court trial. Yes churches are destroyed 
even when they have a valid permit. It’s a 
way to oppress Christians who according 
to communists are too free and therefore 
pose a threat to their regime.” 
Understandably, due to this govern- 
ment hostility, many Christians conceal 
their religious beliefs, and it is impossible 
to know the precise number of Christians 
in China. Estimates vary widely. The 
Chinese Communist Party most recently 
(2004) placed the number at 18 million 
Christians, which is an extremely lowball 
estimate. A 2010 Pew Center survey esti- 
mated China’s Christian population at 67 
million. Other scholars and organizations 
have placed it as high as 130-150 million. 
Since the Communist Party recognizes 
that it has been unsuccessful at destroying 
Christianity and that it continues to grow 
in China, it has opted instead to control it. 
But this too is failing. Bishop Thaddeus 
Ma, the Catholic Bishop of Shanghai, is a 
prime example of the failure of the PRC’s 
“Patriotic” churches. Father Thaddeus Ma 


was a Catholic priest in the communist- 
controlled Chinese Catholic Patriotic As- 
sociation, which is not in communion with 
Rome and which Pope Benedict XVI de- 
clared to be “incompatible with Catholic 
doctrine.” However, on July 7, 2011, Mon- 
signor Ma was ordained auxiliary bishop 
of Shanghai, with the approval of the Holy 
See. At his ordination he avoided the em- 
brace and communion with Zhan Silu, 
the Patriotic Association’s illicit bishop. 
Moreover, he sent shock waves through- 
out the Communist Party leadership by 
announcing that he was quitting the Patri- 
otic Association. Ma was arrested imme- 
diately following the ordination ceremony, 
and he has remained under house arrest at 
Sheshan Regional Seminary ever since. 
According to a report by the Union of 
Catholic Asian News, UCAN, on June 16, 
2014, a Chinese official told a re-education 
class of Catholic priests and nuns that 
Bishop Ma will remain under detention to 
continue his “repentance and reflection.” 
The mandatory classes are jointly organ- 
ized by the local diocese of the Patriotic 
Association, the Communist Party’s United 
Front Work Department, and the Religious 
Affairs Committee of Shanghai. The al- 
leged purpose of the classes is to “enhance 
[the] national, legal and civil awareness” 
of Catholic clergy and nuns and instill in 
them “a correct understanding” of the in- 
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Fleeing to freedom: Zhang Huixin (second from left), the daughter of imprisoned Chinese pastor 


Zhang Shaojie, along with her husband (left) and baby, are shown here with members of China 
Aid, after escaping to the United States on July 15, 2014. 


dependent church’s relationship with China 
and patriotism. An attendee at the classes 
described them to UCANews.com as 
“brainwashing.” But apparently the central 
authorities do not trust the thoroughness of 
the provincial Communist Party instruc- 
tors; UCANews reported that the classes 
were being moved from Shanghai to the 
Central Institute of Socialism in Beijing. 
China, of course, is the largest of the 
remaining countries that are still officially 
controlled by a militantly atheist Commu- 
nist Party. The other four — Cuba, Laos, 
North Korea, and Vietnam — also con- 
tinue to brutally persecute Christians, as 
well as other religions. However, many of 
the “former” communist regimes of East- 
ern Europe, Asia, and Africa have changed 
their names and have donned a facade of 
tolerance and reform while alternating be- 
tween “soft” and “hard” persecution. 


Persecution has shadowed the church 
since Jesus Christ came into this world 
on the first Christmas. The prophet Isaiah 
heralded His coming (in Isaiah 9:6) pro- 
claiming: 


For unto us a Child is born, unto 
us a Son is given; and the govern- 
ment will be upon His shoulder. And 
His name will be called Wonderful, 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. 


Yet when the Lord of lords and King of 
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kings arrived, he was greeted by three 
kings who came to worship and one who 
tried to kill him. We read in the second 
chapter of the Gospel according to Mat- 
thew that the three magi from the east, 
after joyfully adoring the newborn Savior, 
were warned in a dream that they should 
not return to King Herod but to go back 
another way into their country. And the 
Gospel account tells us: 


Now when they had departed, be- 
hold, an angel of the Lord appeared 
to Joseph in a dream, saying, “Arise, 
take the young Child and His mother, 
flee to Egypt, and stay there until I 
bring you word; for Herod will seek 
the young Child to destroy Him.” 
When he arose, he took the young 
Child and His mother by night and 
departed for Egypt, and was there 
until the death of Herod, that it might 
be fulfilled which was spoken by 
the Lord through the prophet, say- 
ing, “Out of Egypt I called My Son.” 
Then Herod, when he saw that he 
was deceived by the wise men, was 
exceedingly angry; and he sent forth 
and put to death 
all the male chil- 
dren who were 
in Bethlehem 
and in all its dis- 
tricts, from two 
years old and 
under, accord- 
ing to the time 
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which he had determined from the 
wise men. Then was fulfilled what 
was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, 
saying: “A voice was heard in Ramah, 
lamentation, weeping, and great 
mourning, Rachel weeping for her 
children, refusing to be comforted, 
because they are no more.” 


The wave of slaughter and persecution 
begun by King Herod following the birth 
of Christ has continued for the past two 
millennia, as tyrannical regimes, religions, 
and ideologies have sought to exterminate 
Christianity. The ferocity of the persecu- 
tions under Roman emperors would later 
be matched — and greatly exceeded in 
magnitude — by the communist regimes 
of the 20th century. 

And yet, no matter how fierce or how 
determined the persecutors have been, or 
how many million Christians they have 
slaughtered, they have not been able to 
annihilate the Christian faith. The martyrs 
know, along with Paul the Apostle — who 
would himself suffer martyrdom — that 
while God may allow other men to kill our 
mortal bodies, they cannot kill our immor- 
tal souls. 

As Paul wrote in chapter eight of his 
epistle to the Romans: 


Who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, 
or peril, or sword? As it is written: 
“For Your sake we are killed all day 
long; we are accounted as sheep for 
the slaughter.” Yet in all these things 
we are more than conquerors through 
Him who loved us. For I am persuad- 
ed that neither death nor life, nor an- 
gels nor principalities nor powers, nor 
things present nor things to come, nor 
height nor depth, nor any other cre- 
ated thing, shall be able to separate 
us from the love of God which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 
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“WANTED” 


Women in Combat for Wars Without End 


A woman Marine contends, contrary to politicians, that women should not be allowed in 
Marine infantry units because such a move would lessen fighting effectiveness. 


by Jack Kenny 


GG arine Corps infantry is not 
broken, so let’s not ‘fix’ 
it.” 


So wrote Captain Serrano of the 
U.S. Marines in an essay entitled “Why 
Women Don’t Belong in the Infantry,” 
published in the September 2014 issue 
of the Marine Corps Gazette. It won 
first prize in the magazine’s annual essay 
contest, while sparking an anticipated 
amount of controversy among both male 
and female Marines. But lest the reader 
think that the writer of the piece and the 
judges who awarded it first prize are sim- 
ply industrial-strength leatherneck male 
chauvinists, be advised that the author is 
Lauren F. Serrano, a woman Marine who 
has, in the eyes of some, broken ranks 
in the march of progress toward gender 
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equality in every institution and every 
aspect of American life. 

To others, recurring news reports of the 
Marines training women for combat sug- 
gests a needless break with both tradition 
and common sense. The Marine Corps, 
which observed its 239th birthday on No- 
vember 10, is arguably the most tradition- 
bound of all the armed forces. And while 
one can always question the common 
sense of anyone eager to engage in mor- 
tal combat, that is the challenge a grate- 
ful nation has given the Marines since 
1775. That challenge, Serrano notes in 
a quotation from the Marine Corps mis- 
sion statement, is to “locate, close with, 
and destroy the enemy by fire and ma- 
neuver and/or repel the enemy assault by 
fire and close combat.” That mission, she 
contends, is for many reasons better left 
to men than women. 


“The average infantryman is in his late 
teens or early twenties,” she wrote. “At 
that age, men are raging with hormones 
and are easily distracted by women and 
sex. Infantry leaders feed on the testos- 
terone and masculinity of young men to 
increase morale and motivation and en- 
courage the warrior ethos. Few jobs are as 
physically and emotionally demanding as 
the infantry, so to keep Marines focused, 
the infantry operates in a cult-like brother- 
hood. The infantry is the one place where 
young men are able to focus solely on 
being a warrior without the distraction of 
women or political correctness.” 

“Political correctness” is in danger of 
becoming an outworn cliché, but for the 
simple fact that it accurately describes the 
motivating force behind many of the poli- 
cy decisions being made in the all-purpose 
name of “equality.” When Leon Panetta, 
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then the secretary of defense, announced 
in January 2013 that the Pentagon was 
lifting the traditional ban on women in in- 
fantry combat roles, few if any pretended 
the move was motivated by making the 
various branches of the U.S. military more 
effective fighting forces. That the conces- 
sion to “G.I. Jane” was driven more by 
sociological than military concerns was 
reflected in the Washington Posts report 
of the “watershed policy change that was 
informed by women’s valor in Iraq and 
Afghanistan and that removes the remain- 
ing barrier to a fully inclusive military, 
defense officials said.” 

The problem is not with women’s 
valor or any perceived lack of it, but in 
the preoccupation of military officials 
with the task of creating a “fully inclu- 
sive military.” Serrano in her essay took 
issue with another officer’s assertion that 
“the Marine Corps needs to set women up 
to succeed in combat roles.” Asked Ser- 
rano: “Why? How will that contribute to 
a better fighting force, the needs of the 
Marine Corps, and the success of young 
enlisted Marines? The time, energy, and 
conflict associated with setting women 
up for success in infantry billets will not 
make the Marine Corps more combat ef- 
fective.” 


Lowering Standards? 

Will the Marines lower the physically de- 
manding training requirements in order to 
make them “gender neutral”? The answer 
is, as they like to say in Washington, yes 
and no. In fact, the armed services already 
have different standards for women and 
men in “gender-normed” testing. 

“We’re not going to lower standards, 
period,” Lt. Col. Mike Samarov told the 
Wall Street Journal. But then, they might 
have to, according to what Army General 
Martin Dempsey, chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff (JCS), said at a Pentagon 
press conference in January 2013: 


Importantly, though, if we do decide 
that a particular standard is so high 
that a woman couldn’t make it, the 
burden is now on the service to come 
back and explain to the secretary, why 
is it that high? Does it really have to 
be that high? With the direct combat 
exclusion provision in place, we never 
had to have that conversation. 
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Politics being what it is, justifying a high 
standard to the secretary of defense, a 
political appointee, may not be enough. 
Chances are both the White House and 
members of Congress will be pressur- 
ing the secretary to discover that a stan- 
dard too high for most women to achieve 
doesn’t “really have to be that high.” 
Regarding the Marine Corps testing of 
women, Senator Kirsten Gillibrand (D- 
N.Y.) told the Wall Street Journal, “Vm 
concerned that they are creating a stan- 
dard that is not gender-neutral and that 
is based only on how past male Marines 
have accomplished tasks.” 

Basing standards on experience might 
seem reasonable enough if the Marine 
Corps is to build on past battlefield suc- 
cesses, rather than make gender neutral- 
ity the goal of its training programs. The 
standards at issue relate to physical, not 
mental qualities. Men generally have 
more strength, speed, and stamina than 
women. That’s why in nearly all profes- 
sional or amateur athletic competitions, 
from golf and tennis to football and 
basketball, men and women compete in 
separate leagues or tournaments. Occa- 
sionally, one might find a girl playing on 
a boys’ high-school hockey team or kick- 
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ing field goals for its football team. She 
might be an exceptional female athlete, 
or it might be the case that in a sport or 
school where there is no corresponding 
girls’ team, denying the young woman 
the opportunity to play would jeopardize 
the school’s federal funding under Title 
IX of the U.S. code requiring equal op- 
portunity for male and female students. 

“Drones and laser-guided munitions 
haven’t changed things for a grunt,” wrote 
Jared Taylor in Taki magazine. “You still 
have to run up hills with an 80-pound pack, 
live in dirt for weeks, and hump 96-pound 
155mm artillery shells onto the back of a 
truck. Your buddies count on you to carry 
them out of the fight if they are wounded, 
and they can’t count on someone with half 
the upper-body strength of a man.” 


Medical Issues, 

Physical Toll Not Analyzed 

Marine Captain Katie Petronio, a combat 
engineer officer, was in combat deploy- 
ments in both Iraq and Afghanistan. The 
5'3" Petronio could squat 200 pounds and 
bench press 145 pounds by the time she 
graduated in 2007 from Bowdoin College 
in Maine, where she had been a star hock- 
ey player. She scored far above average 


Dealing death, and receiving it: Women Marines will be joining their male counterparts in life- 
or-death combat missions, in accordance with the Pentagon’s new world order. 
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“Drones and laser-guided munitions haven't changed 
things for a grunt,” wrote Jared Taylor in Taki 
magazine. “You still have to run up hills with an 80- 
pound pack, live in dirt for weeks, and hump 96- 
pound 155mm artillery shells onto the back of a truck.” 


on the female-based Marines physical fit- 
ness tests. At the beginning of her tour in 
Afghanistan, she was, by her own account, 
“physically capable of conducting combat 
operations for weeks at a time, remaining 
in my gear for days if necessary and av- 
eraging 16-hour days of engineering op- 
erations.” But the continued deployment 
“ultimately took a physical toll on my 
body that I couldn’t have foreseen.” Time 
spent under “full combat load” resulted in 
compressed nerves in her lower back and 
restless leg syndrome. 

“T can say from firsthand experience in 
Iraq and Afghanistan, and not just emo- 
tion,” she wrote in 2012, “that we haven’t 
even begun to analyze and comprehend 
the gender-specific medical issues and 
overall physical toll continuous combat 
operations will have on females.” 

It’s possible, of course, that there are 
a few women with even more strength 
and endurance than Captain Petronio, 
who could endure the rigors of combat 
as well as or better than most men. But 
rare exceptions do not disprove the pur- 
pose or utility of the rule, as columnist 
Pat Buchanan has argued. “Undeniably, 
some women might handle combat as 
well as some men,” Buchanan wrote. 
“But that is true of some 13-, 14- and 
15-year-old boys, and some 50- and 60- 
year old men. Yet we do not draft boys or 
men that age or send them into combat. 
Is this invidious discrimination based on 
age, or ageism?” 


“Women and Children First!” 

The United States has not drafted any- 
one into the military for the past 40 years. 
But one reason why the feminists’ Equal 
Rights Amendment failed to pass in the 
1970s and ’80s was due to a widespread 
concern that if the draft were reinstituted, 
the amendment would require the draft- 
ing of women on an equal basis with 
men. Part of the proud tradition of the 
American fighting man lies in the belief 
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that he is fighting for the protection of 
his nation’s women and children, for the 
present as well as for future generations. 
Even in lifeboat situations, the rule is 
“women and children first!” America’s 
self-appointed mission to police the 
world has no doubt strained the limits 
of our all-volunteer armed forces. But 
have we become so desperate that, with 
or without a draft, we are willing to send 
wives and mothers and young women of 
childbearing age to fight in foreign wars, 
thousands of miles from home? The first 
woman killed in Iraq was a single mother 
who left two toddlers behind. With moth- 
ers in the traditional Western family being 
more essential to a child’s nurture and de- 
velopment, what does that say about our 
defense of children and our contribution 
to future generations? 

The practice of having men and women 
living, working, and sleeping in close 
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proximity in combat zones has wreaked 
havoc with the discipline and effective- 
ness of our fighting forces. Sexual as- 
saults have become a growing problem in 
the military as more women have entered 
the ranks. That is not to blame the victims. 
It is merely to acknowledge the reality of 
what is likely to happen under predict- 
ably explosive conditions. JCS Chairman 
Dempsey demonstrated an almost charm- 
ing naiveté when he said: “I have to be- 
lieve that the more we can treat people 
equally, the more likely they are to treat 
each other equally.” The reality, wrote 
Jared Taylor, is something quite different. 

“Putting women on the battlefield is 
like shoving cheerleaders into the locker 
room with the team after a football game 
and locking the doors,” Taylor wrote after 
the lifting of the ban on women in com- 
bat was announced. “Combat troops are 
young men who kill people for a living,” 
he observed. “The military throws young 
women at them and is shocked — shocked 
— to discover that men don’t always be- 
have like gentlemen.” 


Pregnancy a Court-martial Offense 

Many men are gentlemen, of course. But 
in our sexually “liberated” age, many 
men (and women too) can, in Oscar 


Up to the task? Missiles and artillery shells weighing 65 to 100 pounds or more must be loaded 
by women Marines, some of whom weigh less than the ordnance they are lifting. 
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Risk of non-deployment: Reuters reported that just over 10 percent of women in the military 


have an unplanned pregnancy — a figure 50-percent higher than among non-military women. 


Wilde’s timeless phrase, “resist anything 
but temptation.” Under the pressures of 
life and death, those soldiers who lack a 
moral compass are likely to be all the more 
prone to act heedlessly in ways destruc- 
tive to homes and families. Many of the 
combatants, after all, have spouses and/or 
children who may themselves be victims 
of the more “inclusive” armed forces. 

“The military hands out condoms as 
if they were candy, but accidents hap- 
pen,” Taylor wrote. “In the 1990’s, Navy 
Captain Martha Whitehead testified be- 
fore a military commission that women 
were three times more likely to be ‘non- 
deployable’ than men and that 47 percent 
of the time it was because they were 
pregnant.” Obviously that takes a toll 
on readiness — so much so that at least 
one general declared pregnancy a court- 
martial offense. 

“In 2009,” Taylor continued, “so many 
pregnant lady soldiers were being evacu- 
ated from Iraq that Major General Anthony 
Cucolo ordered a court martial and possible 
jail time for any woman in his command 
who got pregnant — and for the man re- 
sponsible.” The general’s order was driven 
not by sexual morality, but combat efficien- 
cy. “I’ve got a mission to do,” he said. “I’ve 
got a finite number of soldiers with which 
to do it and I need every one of them.” 

“The rate of single motherhood among 
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women on active duty is 14 percent, and 
nursing mothers are being deployed four 
months after giving birth,” wrote Kelley 
Beaucar Vlahos for THE NEW AMERICAN 
in 2008. “Reports of sexual assault are 
climbing, as are suicides and the number 
of women — now over 36,000 — who 
have visited VA hospitals since leaving 
the service.” 

Nearly 200 women soldiers died in 
the Iraq War, yet we rarely if ever saw 
their names and faces in the Pentagon re- 
leases of names and pictures of the fallen, 
as reported on weekly news programs. 
Soldiers die in every war, of course, but 
is it merely cultural conditioning that 
causes us to instinctively recoil more at 
the violent death of women than of men? 
Or does it reflect something basic in the 
human psyche that harkens back to our 
origins and survival as a species, with 
the role of protecting women as perma- 
nently fixed in the psychological makeup 
of men as giving birth to and nurturing 
children is a permanent feature of wom- 
anhood? Is sending women into combat 
not going against something more funda- 
mental than military tradition? 


Women in Israeli Defense Forces 

In the 1990s, John Luddy of the Heri- 
tage Foundation wrote of the “common 
misperception that Israel allows women 


in combat units. In fact, women have been 
banned from combat in Israel since 1950, 
when a review of the 1948 Arab-Israeli 
War showed how harmful their presence 
could be. The study revealed that men 
tried to protect and assist women rather 
than continue their attack.” A January 
2013 New York Times article on women 
in the Israeli Defense Forces notes: 


Women served alongside men in 
ground forces in the paramilitary 
groups that predated Israel’s founda- 
tion as a state in 1948. For the next 
25 years, they were mostly relegat- 
ed to roles as administrators, medi- 
cal assistants or trainers, but after 
the Yom Kippur War in 1973, they 
began serving as combat instructors 
and officers. 


Yet the Times noted in the same arti- 
cle that while more than 92 percent of 
the jobs in the Israeli forces are open 
to women, only three percent of the 
women serve in combat roles. And that 
is in a nation surrounded by enemies 
and frequently fighting for its very sur- 
vival. The United States has in recent 
years kept its armed forces occupied 
with wars of choice thousands of miles 
from home. The more wars, the greater 
the need for more combat troops for our 
all-volunteer armed forces. Congress 
and the president could pursue the po- 
litically explosive option of reinstitut- 
ing the draft, which would give this or 
future presidents and Congresses all the 
troops they need for more Iraq wars and 
other misadventures around the world. 
Instead our government has taken the 
less troublesome route of simply open- 
ing combat roles to women who have 
been encouraged to believe they can do 
anything men can do. 

The United States could employ its 
superb military force for the defense of 
the United States and its reasonable in- 
terests instead of throwing our weapons 
and troops into the internal conflicts and 
civil wars of nations around the globe. 
We might, as John Quincy Adams put it, 
cease going abroad “in search of monsters 
to destroy.” But that simple notion is not 
the type of grandiose vision likely to take 
hold of the minds of today’s policymakers 
in Washington, D.C. 
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Hate Blacks? 


A review of crime statistics indicates that the major media reports crimes in such a way so 
as to incite racial animosity and racial violence, which in the end can only hurt blacks. 


by Brian Farmer 


young black man, Michael Brown, by 

a white police officer in Ferguson, Mis- 
souri, this past summer, Al Sharpton and 
Jesse Jackson, along with the major media, 
predictably raced to the scene, grabbed 
microphones, and regaled audiences with 
stories about how, once again, white rac- 
ism was rearing its ugly head, leading to 
the destruction of yet another innocent 
black man. 

Nearly all of the reporting incited racial 
animosity. 

Along with the popular portrayal of Mi- 
chael Brown as a holier-than-thou, never- 
done-anything-wrong victim — which 
continued even after a security camera at 
a nearby convenience store showed Brown 
committing strong-arm robbery minutes 
before he was killed — various media 


IE the aftermath of the shooting of a 
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reports revived the old story about how 
blacks are unjustifiably targeted for traf- 
fic stops, disproportionately represented in 
our criminal justice system, etc., which al- 
legedly proves that racism is still rampant 
in American society. Our U.S. attorney 
general, Eric Holder, a black man, added 
fuel to the fire, claiming that when he was 
in college, he had been stopped a couple 
of times while driving from New York 
to Washington, D.C., on the New Jersey 
Turnpike. He did not bother to mention 
how fast he was going or to give any other 
hint as to why he had been stopped. It just 
had to be a matter of racism, right? 

But was there any truth to the tales? Let 
us see. 


Traffic Stops 

Throughout the 1990s, the mainstream 
media was obsessed with stories of how 
New Jersey state troopers were stopping 


speeders just because they were black. In 
a 2000 primary debate, Vice President Al 
Gore even got into the act by appearing 
to scold New Jersey Senator Bill Brad- 
ley when he declared, “Racial profiling 
practically began in New Jersey, Senator 
Bradley.” 

But the story never really seemed to 
make any sense. After all, how could the 
New Jersey state troopers so easily de- 
termine the racial identity of drivers in 
speeding cars? In spite of that reasonable 
doubt, the Clinton administration was im- 
posing consent decrees (a consent decree 
is an agreement or settlement to resolve a 
dispute between two parties without admis- 
sion of guilt) for racial profiling on police 
departments across the country, and the 
New Jersey highway patrol was its primary 
evidence, based on a dubious 1993 study by 
John Lamberth of Temple University. 

As is often the case with questionable 
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An excuse to act out: After a grand jury heard more than 70 hours of testimony about the shooting of Michael Brown, a black youth, and decided not 
to indict the white police officer who shot him, rioters burned parts of Ferguson, Missouri. 


race studies, the survey’s process was not 
particularly robust, especially seeing as 
how it compared traffic stops for speeding 
on the New Jersey Turnpike to the popula- 
tion of all drivers on the Turnpike, rather 
than with the population of all speeders on 
the Turnpike. Such biased studies assume 
that people of different races, genders, 
and ethnicities will always behave the 
same way in all situations. For example, 
if fewer women can pass the physical tests 
to become firefighters, it must be because 
of sexism. If fewer blacks pass the writ- 
ten test, it can only be explained by rac- 
ism. (Noticeably, the fact that blacks are 
disproportionately represented on profes- 
sional football and basketball teams never 
seems to become an issue worthy of the 
national spotlight. That raises an obvious 
question: Why the double standard?) 
Nevertheless, based on the apparent 
assumption that blacks, as a percentage, 
speed at the same rate as whites, Lamberth 
announced that, while only 13.5 percent 
of drivers along a particular stretch of 


the New Jersey Turnpike were black, 46 
percent of those stopped for speeding 
were black. The New York Times dutifully 
ran numerous articles citing that flawed 
study, proclaiming that it was “the most 
thorough documentation of the contention 
that the police regularly pulled over black 
drivers.” As a result of that investigation, 
New Jersey Superior Court Judge Robert 
Francis disallowed consideration of the 
material evidence that had been seized 
from 19 black men in traffic stops on the 
Tumpike. New Jersey’s then-governor, 
Christine Todd Whitman, declared that the 
state troopers were guilty of racial profil- 
ing and agreed to a consent decree with the 
U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) that es- 
sentially prevented the state troopers from 
doing their jobs. 

Statisticians, the state troopers, and their 
supporters tried to explain to their accusers 
that human beings are not identical and that 
any study claiming to prove that too many 
blacks were being stopped for speeding had 
to first determine how many speeders were 


The investigation yielded the conclusion that the 
State troopers were not guilty of racial profiling. While 
blacks made up 25 percent of all speeders, only 23 
percent of drivers stopped for speeding were black. 
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black. Since the state troopers felt that they 
were being unfairly portrayed as racists, 
they requested another investigation. 

Confident that any new study would 
serve to confirm the state troopers’ rac- 
ism, the U.S. DOJ and the New Jersey 
attorney general commissioned a statisti- 
cal investigation from the Public Services 
Research Institute (PSRI) in Maryland. 
Using sophisticated monitors with high- 
speed cameras and radar detectors, the 
PSRI investigators clocked the speeds of 
nearly 40,000 drivers on the same stretch 
of the Turnpike. Researchers then exam- 
ined the photos, in order to determine 
the race of each driver, without knowing 
whether or not the driver was speeding, 
which was defined as going more than 80 
miles per hour (mph) in the 65-mph zone. 
The investigation yielded the conclusion 
that the state troopers were not guilty of 
racial profiling. While blacks made up 25 
percent of all speeders, only 23 percent of 
drivers stopped for speeding were black. 
Furthermore, controlling for age and gen- 
der, black drivers were found to speed at 
about twice the rate of white drivers. The 
racial disparity was even greater for driv- 
ers traveling more than 90 mph. 

Since the outcome of the study was 
both embarrassing to liberals and impos- 
sible to refute, Mark Posner, a holdover 
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from the Clinton administration who was 
working in President George W. Bush’s 
Justice Department, tried to block it from 
being released by continuously demand- 
ing more information. But no matter how 
much the statisticians massaged the data, 
the results were always the same, namely, 
that black drivers were twice as likely to 
speed as white drivers, and at much high- 
er speeds, to boot. The New Jersey state 
troopers had been vindicated. However, 
when the results of the study finally leaked 
out, Posner told the press that it was not 
“valid,” without explaining how or why it 
was invalid. The attorney general of New 
Jersey, David Samson, chimed in with the 
comment that the results of the study did 
not matter because New Jersey had al- 
ready admitted that its state troopers had 
engaged in racial profiling. 

The defensive stance of ignorant, pan- 
dering politicians caught with their pants 
down, so to speak, is understandable. 
What is not understandable is why this 
ever became an issue in the first place. 
Since the claim that New Jersey’s offi- 
cers were racist was a national story, why 
didn’t the major media perform due dili- 
gence and check its facts before throwing 
fuel on a racial fire and reinforcing the 
claims of race-baiters such as Al Sharpton 
and Jesse Jackson, who gain money and 
prestige by creating racial division? After 
all, isn’t it safe to say that much harm was 
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perpetrated by the media against blacks’ 
psyche by making them feel as if they 
were targeted? Also, just the fact that the 
media go to Sharpton and Jackson as ex- 
perts on race issues speaks volumes, as 
their actions hurt blacks, many of whom 
have no affinity for Sharpton/Jackson or 
race-baiting. 

When it comes to the reality of inter- 
racial violence, race hustlers such as Al 
Sharpton and Jesse Jackson desperately 
want us to believe that there is still wide- 
spread racism in America. And, of course, 
that racism can only work one way, be- 
cause minorities are automatically given 
the status of victims. That is why Al 
Sharpton feels justified in condemning 
the police “execution” of Michael Brown 
in Missouri, referring to it as a “defining 
moment” for our country, a moment when 
this racist nation “is on trial” — a “racist” 
nation that elected a black president. And 
that is why Jesse Jackson felt comfort- 
able tweeting on February 26 of this year, 
“Trayvon Martin has resurrection beyond 
the grave. Today marks the two-year anni- 
versary of his death,” even though Martin 
was beating George Zimmerman’s head 
into the sidewalk when Zimmerman shot 
him in self-defense. 

Also, why wasn’t it just as big a story 
when the true facts surfaced in the New 
Jersey case as it was when the falsehoods 
surfaced? If the media cared about hones- 
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(blue tie) and Jesse Jackson (black shirt) make their livings 
by inciting racial animosity between blacks and whites. In the case of “Trayvon,” they claimed the 
teen was shot because he was black, but he had been bashing a man’s head against the ground. 


AP Images 


ty, racial harmony, and, especially, blacks, 
the truth would have been center stage. 


Assaults and Robberies 

Even more curious than why the media 
jumps on statistics that are sure to fuel 
blacks’ resentment of whites is why the 
major media refuses to report facts that 
might spur positive change in the black 
community. Take, for example, the glar- 
ing inconsistency in media’s coverage of 
assaults and robbery committed by blacks. 
Blacks commit a disproportionate number 
of crimes against whites, as compared to 
whites against blacks, yet the media pres- 
ents blacks as victims of white aggression. 

Numerous attacks by blacks against 
whites have been documented wherein 
black youths try to suckerpunch a non- 
black person and knock him or her out 
with one punch, called the “knockout 
game,” yet as late as November of 2013, 
CNN’s Pamela Brown aired a story entitled 
“Knockout Game: Real or Not?” in which 
it questioned whether these were just ran- 
dom attacks of violence. Nowhere in the 
report did it allude to the fact that such at- 
tacks, as recorded by security cameras and 
people’s cellphones, predominantly show 
blacks attacking whites. In fact, the story 
hinted that the targets were mainly Jewish, 
though it did show an Asian victim. 

A year later, when a 27-year-old white 
Texan named Conrad Alvin Barrett was 
charged with a federal hate crime for 
playing the knockout game and injuring 
an elderly black man by punching him in 
the face, CNN spent over two and a half 
minutes covering his crime and the game. 

Even aside from the knockout game, 
black-on-white violence is a daily occur- 
rence, but seldom makes national news. 

National crime statistics do not play 
favorites and do not lie, and they should 
cause blacks as well as whites to scram- 
ble to bring change, including phasing 
out the welfare state that has been so 
devastating to black families. (See THE 
NEw AMERICAN’S article entitled “Do 
Progressive Policies Hurt Black Ameri- 
cans?” in our December 2, 2013 issue or 
online.) During the most recent five-year 
period for which single-offender, interra- 
cial crime statistics are available, whites 
committed, on average, 65,923 assaults 
per year against black victims. (All sta- 
tistics are from Criminal Victimization 
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in the United States, published annually 
by the U.S. Department of Justice Statis- 
tics.) To put it another way, an average of 
around 34 out of every 100,000 whites in 
the United States assaulted a black per- 
son at some point during each of those 
five years. 

During the same five-year period, blacks 
in the United States committed, on average, 
327,900 assaults a year against whites. In 
other words, an average of about 898 out of 
every 100,000 blacks in the United States 
assaulted a white victim at some point dur- 
ing each of those five years. Put it all to- 
gether and it means that, statistically, the 
average black person was nearly 27 times 
more likely to assault a white person than 
a white was to assault a black: 898 versus 
34 (out of every 100,000). 

During the same five-year period, 
whites committed, on average, 2,738 rob- 
beries annually against black victims. In 
other words, an average of about 1.4 out 
of every 100,000 whites in the United 
States robbed a black victim during each 
of those five years. 

During the same period, 70,302 blacks, 
on an annual basis, robbed white vic- 
tims, which translates into an average of 
around 192 out of every 100,000 blacks 
in the United States robbing a white vic- 
tim. To frame the picture another way, the 
average black person was 137 times more 
likely to rob interracially than the average 
white person: 192 versus 1.4 (out of every 
100,000). 

At this point, it should be noted that 
the above-mentioned assault and robbery 
statistics do not necessarily prove that 
black offenders are specifically targeting 
white victims. The main reason for the 
high ratios (27 to 1 and 137 to 1) could 
very well be that there are 5.4 times more 
whites than blacks in the United States. 
Consequently, in the course of their daily 
travels, blacks are, on a national average 
basis, 5.4 times more likely to encoun- 
ter whites and, thus, potential white vic- 
tims, than to encounter other blacks and, 
thus, potential black victims. In order to 
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Media mayhem: Though the major media has generally discounted the “knockout game” — where 


youths, very often black, try to knock out a stranger for no reason — when Conrad Barrett (shown) 
punched a black man and was sentenced with a federal hate crime, it made the major media. 


correct for this difference in the sizes of 
America’s white and black populations, 
the aforementioned ratios must be divid- 
ed by 5.4. In the case of assaults, the 27:1 
ratio becomes 5:1, meaning that the aver- 
age black offender is 5 times more likely 
to choose a white victim, than a white of- 
fender is to choose a black victim. In the 
case of robbery, the 137:1 ratio becomes 
roughly 25:1, meaning that the average 
black offender is 25 times more likely to 
choose a white victim, than a white of- 
fender is to choose a black victim. 

Biased reporting by the media, con- 
vincing blacks that they are targeted by 
whites, rather than the other way around, 
can only have the effect of justifying 
blacks’ attacks on whites when the at- 
tacks are reported in the news (local 
news), have the effect of making blacks 
willing to lash out at whites and commit 
crimes, and have the effect of creating a 
generation of black convicts. 


In each of those five years, whites were estimated to 
have accounted for 0.0 percent of all sexual assaults, 
actual or threatened, against black victims in the 


United States. 
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Again, it must be asked, why doesn’t the 
major media tell the truth and help blacks? 


Sex Crimes 

The situation is even more pronounced 
when one looks at the statistics for inter- 
racial sex crimes. Again, major media’s re- 
porting misrepresents facts and leads one 
to believe that whites are targeting blacks, 
thus setting up the same dominoes that 
fall toward incarceration and poverty for 
blacks. Such reporting isn’t even loosely 
based in truth. 

During the same five-year period as 
above, black offenders were responsible 
for about 22,980 actual and threatened 
sexual assaults annually against white 
victims. By contrast, the number of white- 
on-black incidents of the same description 
was so low that, in each of those five years, 
whites were estimated to have accounted 
for 0.0 percent of all sexual assaults, actual 
or threatened, against black victims in the 
United States. (Of course, the actual num- 
ber of such incidents was not zero, but any 
number less than 10 is considered to be so 
statistically insignificant in a population 
of more than 317 million that any number 
less than 10 is recorded as “‘zero.”) 

Yet race hustlers work hand in hand with 
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the major media to distort the truth. Recall, 
for example, how Al Sharpton made us all 
aware of Tawana Brawley’s brutal gang 
rape at the hands of white supremacists in 
1987. Never mind that the whole thing was 
later shown to be one big lie. Apart from 
the fact that it did not happen, it was the 
type of red meat on which the national lib- 
eral media loves to gorge itself, so it did. 
The media regularly put Sharpton on air to 
spread his divisive, and untrue, claims. 

And let us not forget how Sharpton tried 
to alert all of us to the shocking behavior 
of those privileged white boys on the Duke 
University lacrosse team who gang raped 
a black stripper in 2006 — which turned 
out to be just another hoax. The media 
was willing, even eager, to drag several 
innocent young men through a gauntlet 
of public contempt and humiliation, while 
supposedly on a noble quest for racial jus- 
tice. The collateral damage is assumed by 
most to be accidental, because according 
to the press the damage only hurts whites 
from time to time. But as another notori- 
ous street agitator, Vladimir Lenin, once 
put it, “If you want to make an omelet, you 
must be willing to break a few eggs.” 

Once again, the media could have pro- 
vided a service for blacks and whites alike 
and taken the non-divisive course — the 
one that would bring racial harmony — 
and interviewed experts who would have 
explained that even if such an attack as the 
one claimed to have happened at Duke did 
happen, it would be an anomaly, not a sign 
of the times. But the media didn’t. 


Murder and More Murder 

Murder statistics and stories are also very 
revealing. In 2012, for example, 6,454 
blacks in the United States were victims 
of homicide. Approximately 91 percent 
of those victims were killed by other 
blacks, and the remaining nine percent 
were killed by everybody else (which 
would be whites, Hispanics, Asians, 
and Native Americans). It turns out that 
whites were responsible for about three 
percent of all black deaths by homicide. 
But the media and race-baiters would 
like us to believe that that three percent 
made up the most significant and trou- 
bling of all black deaths by homicide. 
The other 97 percent of black victims are 
seemingly not worth considering. But 
that three percent, well, those victims 
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are treated as though they are the cream 
of the crop, such as Michael Brown and 
Trayvon Martin, (although George Zim- 
merman turned out to be half Hispanic, 
not wholly white, as the media led many 
people to believe). Go figure! 

Why is it that the mainstream media 
will try to whip up a national hysteria, 
day after day, for weeks and months, over 
the likes of Trayvon Martin and Michael 
Brown, while ignoring the many blacks 
who were killed by other blacks? Don’t 
these black victims matter, too? And why 
does the media seem more than eager to 
sweep under the rug incidents such as 
the following, as reported on the website 
snopes.com? 


On 6 January 2007, Knoxville, Ten- 
nessee, residents Christopher New- 
som, Jr., 23, and Channon Chris- 
tian, 21, went out for a dinner date 
at a local restaurant, then headed to 
a friend’s house to watch a movie. 
They never came back. 

When the couple had failed to re- 
turn by the following morning, their 
parents notified police. Christopher 
Newsom’s body was found near some 
railroad tracks in East Knoxville that 
afternoon, but Channon Christian 
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remained missing. A trace run on 
Christian’s cell phone helped authori- 
ties locate her abandoned vehicle the 
next day, and fingerprints raised from 
an envelope inside the automobile led 
police to the residence of 25-year-old 
Lemaricus Devall “Slim” Davidson, 
where they discovered Christian’s 
body stashed inside a trash disposal 
bin and covered with sheets. 

The details of the crime as later 
revealed by court testimony were 
horrific: Christopher Newsom was 
repeatedly sodomized with a for- 
eign object; he was bound, gagged 
and blindfolded; he was dragged 
outside and shot in the back of his 
head, neck and back; and his body 
was set on fire. Channon Chris- 
tian was tortured for several hours, 
beaten about the head, and raped; 
afterwards, bleach was poured over 
her body and down her throat, then 
she was covered with several plastic 
garbage bags, dumped in a disposal 
bin, and left to suffocate... 

Five suspects [all black] were ar- 
rested and charged with [and ulti- 
mately convicted of] the murders of 
Christopher Newsom and Channon 
Christian (and related crimes)... 


Malfeasance: When Tawana Brawley (right) accused a policeman, a prosecutor, and other whites 


of raping her, Al Sharpton (left) made claims that were shown to be lies. Though he lost a suit for 
defamation, NBC still hired him as a news source. Now he advises Barack Obama. 
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CULTURE 


As for the question of why the 
murders weren’t prosecuted as a hate 
crime, the answer is that no evidence 
demonstrated the race of the victims 
was a motivation in their killing. Po- 
lice, prosecutors, and the families of 
the victims all stated that they be- 
lieved Newsom and Christian were 
not victims of a hate crime. 

It is true that the bulk of the initial 
news reportage about the Newsom/ 
Christian murders was local (pre- 
dominantly in Tennessee, where the 
crimes took place, and in neighboring 
Kentucky) while the case received Lit- 
tle or no national coverage by major 
news outlets, a phenomenon some 
attributed to racial bias on the part of 
the national news media. However, 
the fact is that only a tiny handful 
of the approximately 15,000 homi- 
cides that occur in the United States 
every year makes national news, and 
the cases that do tend to attract pro- 
longed, nationwide coverage are ones 
exhibiting a combination of factors 
absent from the Newsom/Christian 
case (e.g., scandal, mystery, sexual 
elements, celebrity involvement, 
shockingly large numbers of deaths, 
murders of children and other victims 
who elicit especial sympathy) that 
makes them particularly fascinating 
and compelling to the public at large. 


One does not have to spend very much 
time on the snopes.com website to get the 
impression that it goes out of its way to 
defend liberal causes with more enthusi- 
asm than conservative causes. Some of the 
very elements that snopes.com claimed 
made a case worthy of national attention 
but were absent from the Newsom/Chris- 
tian case were, in fact, present: mystery 
as to the motive, sexual elements, and the 
shocking nature of the crime. Conversely, 
none of the factors listed by snopes.com 
are applicable to the Trayvon Martin and 
Michael Brown cases, but those two cases 
did get “prolonged, nationwide coverage.” 
Snopes.com also claimed that the murders 
were not prosecuted as a hate crime be- 
cause “no evidence demonstrated the race 
of the victims was a motivation in their 
killing.” Of course, the people who could 
have provided evidence or testimony to 
that effect were conveniently dead. 
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Guilty: The media posted numerous stories when Duke University lacrosse team members were 
falsely accused of raping a black stripper — accused by a mentally disturbed woman whose story 
changed almost constantly. The media presented it as the end result of whites’ feelings of superiority. 


Political correctness, which remember 
has come about because the media tries, 
convicts, and virtually hangs in the court 
of public opinion persons who utter errant 
words, may have induced the police and 
prosecutors to state that they did not be- 
lieve that Newsom and Christian were vic- 
tims of a hate crime. As for the families of 
the victims, perhaps they were willing to 
give the suspects the benefit of the doubt. 
That would seem to be the Christian thing 
to do. Too bad the go-to media “authori- 
ties” Al Sharpton and Jesse Jackson do 
not have the same attitude. Ironically, 
they have both given themselves the title 
of “Reverend.” 

Be that as it may, there is no doubt 
that the media is fueling a fire of racial 
animosity by failing to report truth and 
by choosing to headline such characters 
as Al Sharpton and Jesse Jackson. In the 
wake of the shooting of Michael Brown 
in Missouri, riots and vandalism became 
common, two officers were injured in riot- 
ing, and police officers have been shot at. 
After the shooting of Trayvon Martin in 
Florida, violence by blacks against whites 
has been the result. The Washington Post 
reported on just some of the frequent in- 
cidents in which it has been claimed that 
blacks have attacked whites while making 


clear to their white victims that the blacks 
were getting justice for Trayvon. 

While it is uncertain from the given facts 
whether or not the major media, which is 
predominantly the venue of liberals, really 
hates blacks — because its reporting also 
grievously hurts whites — what it certain 
is that unless it chooses to tell the truth, 
blacks will continue to be harmed by the 
likes of racist agitators such as Sharpton 
and Jackson. 

Walter E. Williams, an economics pro- 
fessor who not only happens to be black 
but has studied the history of blacks’ social 
decline, said that intellectual elites suggest 


that fathers can be replaced by a 
welfare check. The weakened black 
family gives rise to problems such 
as high crime, predation and other 
forms of anti-social behavior. 

The cultural problems that affect 
many black people are challenging 
and not pleasant to talk about, but in- 
correctly attributing those problems 
to racism and racial discrimination, 
a need for more political power, and 
a need for greater public spending 
condemns millions of blacks to the 
degradation and despair of the wel- 
fare state. Ml 
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BOOK REVIEW 


Demolishing Common Core Fraud Across the Board 


This book represents a collection of voices from across the political spectrum that are 
unified in their view that Common Core will dramatically hurt America’s children. 


RESOUNDING oom 


COMMON GROUND 
ON COMMON CORE: 
Voices from across the Political Spectrum 
Expose the Realities of the Common 
Core State Standards 
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by Alex Newman 


Common Ground on Common Core: 
Voices From Across the Political Spec- 
trum Expose the Realities of the Com- 
mon Core State Standards, a collection of 
essays edited by Kirsten Lombard, Madi- 
son, Wisconsin: Resounding Books, 2014, 
391 pages, paperback. 


he entire marketing plan for the 
T establishment’s nationalization of 
education via the Common Core 
standards is pulverized in this one book. 
Literally every key selling point used to 
impose the controversial scheme — from 
the notion that it will “improve” educa- 
tion and produce “college- and career- 
ready” students, to the easily discredited 
claim that it was a “state-led” project — is 
demolished in spectacular fashion in the 
pages of this collection. 
Unlike much of the work exposing the 
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flaws and problems with Common Core 
thus far, this new body of knowledge at- 
tacks the plan from multiple angles and 
points all across the political spectrum. 
It also offers a wide range of potential 
avenues to stopping Common Core and 
marvelous visions of real education that 
are within reach. 

As any credible exposé of this Obama 
administration-backed educational night- 
mare must, the book devotes considerable 
space to exposing the atrocious standards 
themselves — how they teach students 
what to think rather than how to think, the 
political indoctrination, the lack of rigor, 
the failed and experimental pedagogical 
strategies, the confusion and distress suf- 
fered by students and parents alike, and 
much more. After reading the evidence pre- 
sented in the book, nobody could seriously 
claim that these “standards” are appropriate 
or beneficial, much less a reasonable ap- 
proach to impose on the entire nation. 

Among the many experts who contrib- 
uted essays to the collection is Dr. Sandra 
Stotsky. The widely respected profession- 
al in the education field was the only Eng- 
lish Language Arts (ELA) subject-matter 
expert selected to serve on the Common 
Core Validation Committee. In her mas- 
terful contribution to the book, Stotsky, 
who refused to sign off on the scheme as 
part of the validation committee, exposes 
many of the glaring deficiencies with the 
standards. Contrary to the myths and false- 
hoods spread by Common Core propo- 
nents, Stotsky’s chapter breaks down the 
ELA standards using various metrics and 
finds them sorely lacking. 

The only other subject-matter expert 
selected to serve on the Common Core 
Validation Committee, Dr. James Mil- 
gram of Stanford, also refused to sign off 
on the standards. Working with another 
expert, he too contributed a deeply reveal- 
ing essay to the book, exposing the major 
problems with the mathematics compo- 
nent of the scheme. Also exposed is what 
Milgram called the “sham” validation 


process he was asked to participate in. In 
essence, Milgram, a celebrated mathema- 
tician, explains how Common Core rede- 
fines “college-readiness” far below where 
authentic college-readiness is. But it is 
even worse than that. 

Other essays in the book come from par- 
ents, educators, and mental health profes- 
sionals who have witnessed firsthand the 
damage and pain inflicted on children by 
Common Core. The horror stories recount- 
ed in various essays throughout the col- 
lection are enough to make one’s stomach 
turn. Perfectly healthy and happy children, 
for instance, are being reduced to incon- 
solable sobbing messes in the face of this 
Orwellian education experiment and its ac- 
companying frenzy of standardized testing 
and half-baked experimental approaches 
to learning. With Common Core taking 
root across the country, the tragedies add 
a sense of urgency to the task of uprooting 
the scheme before it wreaks further havoc. 

The privacy implications of Common 
Core and its related tentacles represent 
another important line of attack that 
is sure to infuriate and trouble parents 
across America regardless of their po- 
litical or religious views. Big Brother on 
steroids wants to know everything about 
every child for purposes of tracking, cen- 
tral planning, interventions, and more. 
The book does a fantastic job of expos- 
ing the ongoing destruction of what little 
privacy remains. 

“In light of the growing revelations 
that the federal government is engaging 
in massive invasion of privacy in spheres 
other than education, it is utterly impos- 
sible to believe that these databases will 
not be mined and misused to serve the 
ulterior purposes of a centralized govern- 
ment intent on growing its own power,” 
observes Home School Legal Defense 
Association (HSLDA) attorney William 
Estrada in his essay exposing the funda- 
mental problems with educational cen- 
tralization. Separately, Estrada, citing 
hard data and research, calls Common 
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Core’s one-size-fits-all plan the 
“worst possible approach” if the 
goal is truly to create students who 
are ready for college and career. 

In addition to the federal gov- 
ernment’s rapidly expanding con- 
trol over education, one essay also 
briefly highlights the United Na- 
tions’ growing role in global stan- 
dardization and “reform.” From 
exposing the links between Com- 
mon Core financier Bill Gates and 
the UN to quoting Obama Educa- 
tion Secretary Arne Duncan’s own 
words to UNESCO bureaucrats, the 
book touches on this hugely impor- 
tant but widely overlooked element, 
which sheds more light on the real 
agenda behind what is currently oc- 
curring in American schools. 

Taken together, Common Ground 
on Common Core may be the single most 
devastating indictment of the standards to 
date. For one, through the tragic stories 
of parents and teachers, the book puts a 
human face on the real damage that is 
being inflicted on children — the suffer- 
ing, the stress, the emotional harm, the 
dumbing down. It also offers a chilling 
window into what the future might look 
like if Americans do not rise up and put a 
stop to what the establishment has in mind: 
a totally regimented and centrally planned 
society in which children are treated as a 
“human resource” to be molded, tracked, 
and, eventually, assigned a role in the 
emerging Brave New World. 

Perhaps among its most important attri- 
butes, the book also demolishes the estab- 
lishment-promoted myths about the oppo- 
sition to Common Core — the cartoonish 
characterization of critics used to marginal- 
ize and silence those who actually care most 
about the children. Opponents of these stan- 
dards are not “extremists,” or “right-wing 
activists,” or “conspiracy theorists,” or “left- 
wing kooks,” or anything else. By and large, 
they are concerned Americans — parents, 
teachers, taxpayers, citizens — from all 
across the political spectrum who love their 
children and their country. 

That is important for a number of rea- 
sons. “Common Core has remarkably fa- 
cilitated common ground,” writes book 
editor Kirsten Lombard in a brief intro- 
duction to the collection. “Not just a tiny 
patch, either; it’s significant real estate. 
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This reality makes us far more difficult to 
marginalize or dismiss — that, as a het- 
erogeneous group of informed individu- 
als, we demonstrate so much overlap in 
our respective concerns. Even in those 
areas where disagreement proves sticky, a 
growing willingness exists to reject shal- 
low talking points, talk deeply, listen care- 
fully, and understand.” 

Indeed, even though there are plenty of 
points within individual essays that con- 
servatives, constitutionalists, libertarians, 
and others will disagree with, reading out- 
side perspectives provides fresh food for 
thought — especially as it relates to the 
role of Big Business and crony capitalists 
involved in the fraudulent “education re- 
form” machinations, which are often over- 
looked by those on the Right who tend to 
focus more on the scheming of Big Gov- 
ernment. Both of those forces have played 
a major role in bringing American educa- 
tion to its present state, and so both must 
be understood if Common Core is to be 
consigned to the ashbin of history before it 
further damages American children. 

Also, as the book itself explains, if 
Americans hope to free the nation from the 
miseducation regime that has been foisted 
on children using the cover of darkness, 
it will require collaboration and discus- 
sion across traditional political divides — 
many of which have been exploited and 
fanned by forces interested in dividing and 
conquering the growing opposition to their 
plotting. Republicans and conservatives, 


for instance, will not be able to do 
what must be done on their own. 
Nor will liberals or Democrats. 

Of course, cooperation and dis- 
cussion does not necessarily mean 
compromising on principle. How- 
ever, pragmatically speaking, beat- 
ing back the immensely powerful 
alliance of Big Government and 
Big Business will demand all hands 
on deck. To restore real education 
in America will require cross-party 
cooperation if it is to succeed. This 
book helps lay a solid foundation 
for that to emerge, with powerful 
voices from across the political 
spectrum coming together in com- 
mon cause. 

The final essay contained in 
Common Ground on Common Core 
is also among the most fascinating. 
For one, it challenges readers to imagine 
what education might look like in a truly 
free society — one in which education is 
no longer a function of self-serving gov- 
ernment bureaucracies, but of parents, phi- 
lanthropies, religious organizations, busi- 
nesses, entrepreneurs, individuals, and 
free people generally. Such a dream may 
seem far off — and certainly not all of the 
book’s contributors share such a vision. 
Still, the writer makes thought-provoking 
arguments in favor of liberty, pointing 
to, for example, the virtually unregulated 
market for smartphones as an illustration 
of how freedom and competition produce 
constant innovation and unparalleled cus- 
tomer satisfaction. 

Armed with the knowledge, perspec- 
tives, and evidence provided in Common 
Ground on Common Core, Americans still 
have the power to stop this educational 
train wreck before it finishes destroy- 
ing tens of millions of innocent children. 
Anybody with an interest in children and 
education — parents, taxpayers, family, 
teachers, and more — will find much of 
value in this book. Considering that chil- 
dren represent the future of America, any 
American who hopes to preserve the lega- 
cy of freedom for future generations must 
know what is going on in the schools. 
And if freedom and critical thinking are 
to survive into the future, Americans 
must ensure that the establishment does 
not succeed in producing a generation of 
dumbed-down “Common Core” kids. 


THE NEW AMERICAN ¢ DECEMBER 22, 2014 


A Winning Finish 


Cross-country runner Melanie Bailey 
embodied the meaning of sportsmanship 
on October 11 during the Eastern Dakota 
Conference’s Cross County Champion- 
ship. More than 20 teams and hundreds of 
competitors competed in this event. 

During the race, Fargo South runner 
Danielle LeNoue felt a pop in her knee as 
she was nearing the finish line. With an in- 
jury to her patellar tendon, she fell to the 
ground, unable to move, and began to cry. 
“T was past the 2-mile mark, close to the 
finish line,” she recalled. “It happened in- 
stantly and felt like a pop in my knee, down 
I went. My left leg.” LaNoue attempted to 
finish but the pain was too intense. “I start- 
ed walking, and I could not go any further,” 
she told ABC affiliate WDAY-TV. 

When Bailey reached the stricken 
LeNoue, she interrupted her own run to in- 
struct LeNoue to hop on her back. LeNoue 
complied, and that is how the two women 
crossed the finish line. “All I could think 
about was she was in a lot of pain. And I 
wanted to help her,” Bailey said. 

LeNoue was touched by Bailey’s ac- 
tions, and the two have become friends. 
LeNoue said, “So nice, she didn’t have to 
do that. How many people ran past me? 
And she stopped.” 

And Bailey is not at all disappointed 
in the outcome. “Honestly, I loved the 
way I ended it,” Bailey told WDAY. “It 
was a great way to end my cross-country 
season.” Bailey plans a career in physical 
therapy. 


Not on Our Watch 


A Cleveland man came to the aid of two 
women twice on October 4, and suffered 
serious injuries in the process. 

Twenty-nine-year-old Demetrius Pow- 
ell pulled over to offer his assistance when 
he observed two women changing a flat 
tire along the side of the road. While the 
three were changing the tire, a car full of 
teenage thugs pulled over to rob them, and 
they shot the kind man. 

19 Action News reported, “Powell, 
who police say was assisting two women 
change a tire, was shot in the upper body, 
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after suspects drove up in another vehicle 
asking the trio ... for directions.” 

What the attackers didn’t know, how- 
ever, is that Powell was exercising his right 
to bear arms. As reported, Powell drew his 
weapon during the altercation and shot one 
of the robbers in the leg. The injured sus- 
pect was apprehended when police arrived. 
The others were able to get away, but not 
for long. Police received enough informa- 
tion from witnesses that they were able to 
arrest all those identified in the robbery. 

A similar incident took place in San 
Francisco on October 1 when a passerby 
happened to witness a robbery taking 
place and intervened. 

A 32-year-old woman was walking 
down the street sometime after 10 p.m. 
when two men appeared and grabbed her 
and threw her to the ground. They were 
punching her and trying to take her purse 
when a driver saw what was happening. 

The driver, reported the San Francisco 
Examiner, pulled over and illuminated 
the suspects with the vehicle’s headlights. 
One of the robbers fired a weapon at the 
driver, but missed. The two suspects then 
fled the scene. The driver stayed with the 
victim and waited for the police to ar- 
rive. Fortunately, the victim suffered only 
minor injuries and did not have any of her 
property stolen. 


Not So Fast 


Good people cannot stand by as they 
watch injustice taking place, and that is 
what motivated three men to assist depu- 
ties in catching a woman who sped away 
from the scene of an accident that took 
place on October 1 in Palm Beach Coun- 
ty, Florida. 

Maria Francisco, 25, ran a stop sign, hit 
another woman’s vehicle, and then sped 
off, witnesses say. When police arrived, the 
victim was in her car holding her shoulder, 
which was injured in the accident. 

One witness stayed behind to tell po- 
lice what he had seen, while two other wit- 
nesses followed Francisco as she contin- 
ued down the street. According to the Sun 
Sentinel, they caught up with Francisco 
and blocked her in with their trucks. 


THE GOODNESS OF AMERICA 


The Sun Sentinel wrote, “A deputy and 
the witness drove up to find Francisco 
blocked in, according to the report.” 

When police questioned Francisco, she 
denied any involvement in the accident, 
even when police asked her about the 
damage to her vehicle. She claimed that 
she hit a tree near the local Burger King. 

Francisco is being charged with leaving 
the scene of an accident. 


SOUPer Bowl 


The Muskingum County Center for Se- 
niors in Zanesville, Ohio, celebrated a 
successful fundraising event entitled 
SOUPer Bowl on October 19. The money 
raised went to Christ’s Table, Fellowship 
of Christ’s Community, Eastside Commu- 
nity Ministry, the Salvation Army, and the 
senior center. 

SOUPer Bowl is an annual event that 
has raised close to $200,000 over the years 
with its lunch, raffle, bake sale, and Chi- 
nese auction. 

The Zanesville Times Recorder reported 
that there are typically over 100 volunteers 
feeding approximately 1,000 attendees 
each year. The event has grown since its 
first year, when 500 people were in atten- 
dance. 

Co-founder David Klein touts SOUPer 
Bowl as an event that unites community 
churches and aids local charities. “Rais- 
ing money is just one small part,” he said. 
“Tt’s the ecumenical angle of bringing to- 
gether Catholics, Protestants, all the dif- 
ferent denominations. They’ve all come 
quite close.” 

This year’s event brought in over 
$10,000, noted event treasurer and co- 
founder Bill Factor. Nineteen corporate 
sponsors pledged $250 each, and 20 
church sponsors pledged $200. Tickets for 
the event cost $5. 

“The whole community is coming to- 
gether for one reason, and that’s to help 
feed the hungry here in Muskingum 
County,” said SOUPer Bowl co-chair 
Keely Warden. “It fosters a common bond 
between everyone of wanting to do some- 
thing good for someone else.” 

— RAVEN CLABOUGH 
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HISTORY. 


The Christmas Truces of 1914: 
Peace in the Midst of War 


In 1914, when the bulk of the soldiers on both sides of WWI were Christian and 
Christmastime rolled around, fighting ceased, despite orders from superiors. 


by Kurt Hyde 


he fighting came to a halt for many 

of the troops along the Western 
Front on Christmas Eve and Christ- 

mas Day in 1914. Most historians refer to 
this event as the Christmas Truce of 1914. 
But it wasn’t a single truce negotiated by 
diplomats at the highest levels of the gov- 
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ernments involved. The Christmas Truces 
of 1914 were negotiated informally by the 
troops themselves, most of whom were 
Christians who sincerely believed they 
were fighting for a just cause, regardless of 
which side they were on. But no matter how 
noble they viewed their cause, they did not 
want to engage in the slaughter of their fel- 
low human beings on the Holy Day. 


Some of the truces were just a head nod 
in agreement not to fight for a day, while 
many involved fraternization, meaning 
the troops visited with each other. There 
were hundreds of these individual truces, 
perhaps even a thousand. 

There were reliable reports of Christ- 
mas Truces along the Western Front from 
Messines, Belgium, passing east of Ar- 
mentiéres to Richebourg, France, a dis- 
tance of about 20 miles. There were also 
sporadic reports of similar truces in other 
locations. Estimates of participation run 
as high as tens of thousands of soldiers. It 
was the largest informal truce in recorded 
history. 

One of the truces is known to have 
lasted only a half hour. Many of them 
lasted for days or weeks after Christmas. 
Some of the truces ended abruptly, with 
hostilities resuming immediately. Others 
ended reluctantly. The truce in the Ploeg- 
steert Wood, Belgium area, one where 
the troops resisted resuming hostilities, 
persisted through March of 1915. 

“The war will be over by Christmas,” 
the soldiers of both sides were told. Ger- 
many’s Kaiser Wilhelm II addressed 
some departing troops in August of 1914 
saying, “You will be home before the 
leaves fall from the trees.” The leaves 
fell. Many soldiers fell. As Christmas 
was fast approaching it became obvious 
the war would not be over by Christmas. 
Pope Benedict XV attempted to arrange 
a truce at Christmas, but his efforts were 
unsuccessful. Failing on that, the pope 
tried another diplomatic attempt — an 
exchange of prisoners of war. This re- 
quest, as well as his previous message 
to “Lay down your arms,” fell largely on 
deaf ears. 

While peace efforts were failing, the 
men fighting the war were making prepa- 
rations for celebrating Christmas as best 
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they could under the circumstances. With 
the exception of some units from India 
augmenting the British side and some 
units from Algeria augmenting the French 
side, the vast majority of the troops on 
both sides came from strong Christian 
cultures where Christmas was a major re- 
ligious holiday. 


Fraternizations Began 

Well Before Christmas 

The servicemen were promised they’d 
be home by Christmas and, as Christmas 
approached, their minds naturally turned 
toward that important holiday. This was 
true for the men in all the units: artillery, 
aviation, cavalry, and navy, but nowhere 
was it anything like what happened to 
the soldiers in the trenches. The soldiers 
in the trenches were the ones who typi- 
cally endured the worst hardships, and 
the opposing sides were physically close 
to each other. The cold, rainy weather 
caused many trenches to be knee-deep in 
mud or water. 

The soldiers in the opposing trenches 
were sometimes close enough to taunt 
each other verbally. As the Christmas 
holiday drew near, some of the taunts 
were replaced with Christmas greetings. 
This led to a few occasions where op- 
posing soldiers would meet each other 
between the lines where they would ex- 
change souvenirs. 


The High Commands 

Try to Avert the Truces 

The high commands on both sides reacted 
when they learned of the episodes of frat- 
ernization. Many of the actions proved to 
be counterproductive. 

Some commanders tried stepping up the 
tempo of the war by initiating attacks. One 
such attack was described by author Jim 
Murphy in his book Truce: 


But most higher-ranking officers felt 
the business of war had to go on. Be- 
cause fresh troops and ammunition 
began to arrive as winter came on, 
the British High Command decided 
to put a complete end to fraterniza- 
tion by launching a series of large- 
scale raids. 

The first of these took place on De- 
cember 14 at Somme in France and 
involved nearly two thousand men. 
Captain Billy Congreve watched 
from a nearby hill as the hastily 
thought-up and ill-prepared attack 
took place. “Imagine sending [sol- 
diers] to attack a strongly wired po- 
sition up a hill and over mud a foot 
deep, under frontal and [side] fire. It 
was a regular Valley of Death.... The 
attack naturally failed. We had about 
400 casualties. It is most depressing.” 

Yet a week later, Congreve saw a 
newspaper report in which his com- 
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manders lied about the raid, boasting 
that it had been a complete success. 
His blood boiling, Congreve noted 
angrily, “A beautiful epitaph for 
those poor boys who were little bet- 
ter than murdered.” 


Another action taken to stop the fraterni- 
zation was to violate one of the basic rules 
of war, that of the white flag. The white 
flag has been a symbol of surrender since 
shortly after the time of Christ. In more 
modern times, the symbol has taken on 
an additional meaning for military lead- 
ers to request a temporary truce to negoti- 
ate with the other side. Under the rules of 
war, anyone advancing under a white flag 
is not to be fired upon. The only exception 
to this is misuse of the white flag, such as 
using a white flag to advance closer to an 
enemy line, dropping it, and then starting 
an attack. This is a war crime known as 
perfidy, and all who are under the aegis of 
that white flag lose all protections associ- 
ated with it. 

Author Martin Gilbert in his book The 
First World War — A Complete History 
wrote about a directive issued by Winston 
Churchill: 


Churchill informed his Admiralty 
officials that Sir John French had 
ordered “instant fire” to be made 
on any German white flag on the 
Western Front, “experience having 
shown that the Germans habitually 
and systematically abuse that em- 
blem.” Consequently, “any white 
flag hoisted by a German ship is to 
be fired on as a matter of principle.” 
An “obviously helpless” ship would 
be allowed to surrender but in cases 
of doubt the ship should be sunk. In 
any naval action, “white flags should 
be fired upon with promptitude.” 


Anyone who has studied the Christmas 
Truces of 1914 will find very little evi- 
dence of abuse of the truces and certainly 
not habitual or systematic abuse of any 
white flags. 

Another tactic used by the high com- 
mands was issuing intelligence reports 
warning that the preparations for Christ- 
mas should be considered a ruse. In his 
book Silent Night, Stanley Weintraub 
wrote of one such example: 
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One of the truces is known to have lasted only a half hour. Many of 
them lasted for days or weeks after Christmas. Some of the truces 
ended abruptly, with hostilities resuming immediately. Others ended 


reluctantly. 


Concerned about the implications of 
fraternization, especially Christmas 
cease-fires, which could have a dis- 
proportionate emotional resonance, 
the British High Command, from St. 
Omer, twenty-seven miles behind 
the trenches, issued a Christmas Eve 
warning: “It is thought possible that 
the enemy may be contemplating an 
attack during Xmas or New Year. 
Special vigilance will be maintained 
during this period.” 


The Role of Music 
The year 1914 was in an era before broad- 
cast radio stations. Most music at the front 
was sung by ordinary men in uniform, 
sometimes accompanied by musical in- 
struments. The fighting men on both sides 
were encouraged by their commanders to 
sing patriotic songs. The Germans sang 
such songs as “Deutschland Uber Alles” 
and “Die Wacht am Rhein,” the French 
soldiers sang “La Marseillaise,” and the 
British soldiers sang “It’s a Long Way to 
Tipperary” and “God Save the King.” 
The distances between opposing trench- 
es were sometimes hundreds of yards, but 
distances of less than 100 yards were not 
uncommon. A soldier’s letter home about 
the truce indicated that at one point in the 
line only about 25 yards separated the 
trenches. The soldiers could frequently 
hear what was going on in the enemy 
trenches. Lt. Sir Edward Hulse, 2nd Bat- 
talion of the Scots Guards, tired of the in- 
cessant singing of patriotic German songs 
from the German trenches, schemed to 
outfox the German music meisters. Hulse 
wrote in a letter to his mother dated De- 
cember 22, 1914: 


I have got a select little party togeth- 
er, who, led by my stentorian voice, 
are going to take up a position in our 
trenches where we are closest to the 
enemy, about 80 yards, and from 10 
p.m. onwards we are going to give 
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the enemy every conceivable form 
of song in harmony, from Carols to 
Tipperary. ... Our object will be to 
drown the now too familiar strains of 
“Deutschland Uber Alles” and [Die 
Wacht am Rhein”’] we hear from their 
trenches every evening. 


Hulse’s timing couldn’t have been worse 
regarding his intentions but couldn’t have 
been better in terms of encouraging Christ- 
mas Truces. During the last few days be- 
fore Christmas, the selection of music 
changed on the German side. The singing 
in Hulse’s area now included Christmas 
carols being sung on both sides. 

Not all musical endeavors enjoyed 
such harmless failures. One tragic event 
occurred when a band playing music in 
the German trenches, probably believ- 
ing a truce would be under way at sunset, 
gave away its position long enough for 
a British artillery unit to zero on them. 
Robert Cowley wrote of this in his book 
The Great War — Perspectives on the 
First World War: 


“About half-past four on Christmas 
Eve,” a Private Mullard of the London 
Rifle Brigade wrote to his parents on 


the Isle of Wight, “we heard a band in 
the German trenches, but our artillery 
spoilt the effect by dropping a couple 
of shells right in the centre of them. 
You can guess what became of the 
band, for we have not heard it since.” 


Fortunately most of the bands did not suf- 
fer similar fates. Letters from soldiers on 
the front contained numerous examples of 
band music from the German side being 
received with reciprocating emotions from 
the other side, especially after playing 
Christmas carols, “God Save the King,” 
and numerous other songs popular with 
the British soldiers. 

Christmas Eve brought out some high- 
ly skilled musicians and singers. Troops 
in the trenches were spellbound by some 
performances of familiar Christmas car- 
ols. There were numerous reports of out- 
standing soloists singing “Stille Nacht” 
(“Silent Night”). One report of a rendi- 
tion of “Stille Nacht” described the solo- 
ist as a great baritone and that all who 
heard him were moved. Somehow history 
hasn’t recorded his name. In some cases 
the singers were identified. Tenor Victor 
Granier, formerly with the Paris Opera, 
sang “Minuit, chrétiens, c’est l’heure so- 
lennelle” from a trench near the Argonne 
Forest. No one needed to understand 
French to recognize the familiar Christ- 
mas carol “O Holy Night.” 


Even officers quit killing on Christmas: 
British and German officers, deadly foes only 
hours before, pose for a photo. 
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Another Christmas carol that helped get 
the soldiers singing together was “O Come 
All Ye Faithful.” This carol, familiar to all 
the troops from Christian countries, was 
well known to the German troops as “Her- 
bei, o ihr Glaubigen.” Better yet, it was 
known across lines, especially by Catho- 
lics, in Latin as “Adeste Fideles.” 


The Christmas Tree 

— A Symbol of Peace 

The German troops were supplied with 
Christmas trees for their trenches. As the 
sun went down on Christmas Eve, candles 
were lit, and the trees were placed on the 
parapets of the German trenches. This 
placed them in full view of the opposing 
trenches, as well as providing light and a 
Christmas atmosphere to the German side. 
If all was quiet, and it typically was at this 
point, the German soldiers would start 
singing Christmas carols. 

One such event was described by Ri- 
fleman C. Ernest Furneaux of the British 
Rifle Brigade in a letter he wrote to his 
parents: 


About five o’clock on Christmas 
Eve the Germans started lighting 
up Christmas trees in their trenches. 
We took no notice of them until they 
began to sing. Then we began to 
cheer them and talk to one another 
as we are only about 80 yards apart. 
So by the light of their searchlight 
our officers went across halfway and 
their officers came to meet them. 
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They shook hands and conversed for 
a while. It was agreed that we should 
have a day off and they would fire 
the first shot to start again. So from 
five o’clock on Christmas Eve until 
ten o’clock this morning (Decem- 
ber 26") neither side has fired, only 
walked about. Some of the Germans 
came across to us and we shook 
hands and had some chocolate and 
cigars from them. 


When the Christmas trees were first lit 
and placed in view of the enemy trench- 
es, the opposing troops were sometimes 
confused about what was happening and 
suspected it might be the beginning of 
an offensive. It was unexpected behav- 
ior by the enemy, and the soldiers had 
received the intelligence reports equat- 
ing Christmas-like behavior with sneak- 
attack preparations. Consequently, some 
of the Christmas trees initially drew fire. 
Ina letter published in the Yorkshire Post 
on January 6, 1915, the author, identified 
only as a subaltern in a place where there 
was a truce and some Christmas trees 
had initially drawn fire, described a truce 
negotiation with German officers: “Their 
officers even expressed annoyance the 
next day that some of these trees had been 
fired on, insisting that they were part al- 
most of a sacred rite.” 

Another famous incident involving 
a Christmas tree occurred when Alfred 
Kornitzke, a pastry cook from Berlin, 
was making marzipan balls on the Ger- 


News of the truces got out: The Daj//y 
Mirror of London published one of the many 
photos taken of the troops fraternizing. 


man side on Christmas Eve. When 
shots were fired from the opposing 
trench, Kornitzke picked up a Christ- 
mas tree and, while still wearing his 
baker’s hat, ran toward the enemy 
lines, which were manned by Alge- 
rians. When he got about half way 
across the no-man’s land, he put the 
Christmas tree down and lit the can- 
dles. Kornitzke then shouted Christ- 
mas greetings. The astounded Alge- 
rians, even though they were Islamic 
and didn’t celebrate Christmas, held 
their fire. Kornitzke decided after the 
war to become a missionary. 


All Heaven Broke 

Loose and Peace Broke Out 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day saw a 
huge number of truces. The Saxon Ger- 
mans were the most likely to initiate a 
truce, while the Prussian Germans were 
least likely. On the Allies’ side, the Brit- 
ish and Scots were the most likely. The 
French, many of them still remembering 
the Franco-Prussian War of 1870-71, were 
in a Christmas mood but not necessarily 
eager to celebrate the holiday with Ger- 
mans. They certainly had Christmas Truces 
with Germans, but some of them consisted 
of only a day or two with no fighting, but 
usually without fraternization. 

The truces were initiated in a myriad of 
ways. If the lines were close enough, the 
initial communication might be by shout- 
ing to the other side or by the soldiers 
singing Christmas carols, sometimes 
joining in unison. There were some ex- 
amples where German troops displayed 
signs saying something like, “You No 
Shoot” and “We No Shoot.” The gram- 
mar was weak, but the message was un- 
derstood. If the lines were very close, a 
truce might be initiated by a written note 
tied to a rock or other hard object and 
thrown into an enemy trench. At least one 
truce was started by some Germans lift- 
ing a barrel of beer out of their trench and 
rolling it out into no-man’s land. There 
were cases where soldiers put their hats 
on sticks and raised them just above the 
tops of their trenches to see if that drew 
fire. If it didn’t draw fire, the troops 
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The soldiers in the opposing trenches were sometimes close enough 
to taunt each other verbally. As the Christmas holiday drew near, 
some of the taunts were replaced with Christmas greetings. 


emerged cautiously and walked toward 
the opposing trenches making it obvious 
they were unarmed. 

Most frequently the soldiers met in the 
middle to negotiate the truce. There was 
usually at least one soldier who spoke 
the other side’s language. Most truces 
were negotiated in English because of 
the large number of Germans who had 
worked in England. There was at least 
one truce between a German unit and a 
British unit where neither side had any- 
one who spoke the other language. For- 
tunately each side had at least one sol- 
dier who could speak French. That truce 
was negotiated in French despite not one 
Frenchman involved. 

If there were any fallen soldiers be- 
tween the lines, and that was common, 
the first order of business would be 
conducting proper burials of the dead. 
This was sometimes made a bit difficult 
by a cold front that came in just before 
Christmas. The freezing temperatures 
were generally welcomed by the troops 
as it was considerably easier to walk on 
frozen ground than slipping, sliding, 
and pulling one’s foot out of mud as one 
walked. 

The religious services left lasting im- 
pressions on many of the soldiers. Lance- 
Corporal Imlah of the Gordon Highland- 
ers wrote of such an experience in a letter 
to his father describing a Christmas Day 
burial service: 


Our padre then gave a short service, 
one of the items in which was Psalm 
XXIII. Thereafter, a German soldier, 
a divinity student I believe, interpret- 
ed the service to the German party. 
I could not understand what he was 
saying but it was beautiful to listen to 
him. The service over, we were soon 
fraternising with the Germans just as 
if they were old friends. 


The soldiers, once they got to know each 
other, soon learned they had more in 
common than they had been led to be- 
lieve. In addition to trading such items as 
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tobacco products, chocolate, cakes, and 
sausages, the soldiers also traded news- 
papers. Between the newspapers and 
general conversations, they discovered 
discrepancies in what they had been told 
about how the war was going. Some Ger- 
man soldiers were surprised to learn that 
England had not been invaded and Lon- 
don wasn’t under German control. In an 
extract of a letter published in the Hert- 
fordshire Mercury January 9, 1915, C. 
H. Brazier, a British rifleman, described 
such an event. 


All through the night we sang carols 
to them and they sang to us and one 
played “God Save the King” on a 
mouth organ. On Christmas day we 
all got out of the trenches and walked 
about with the Germans, who when 
asked if they were fed up with the 
war said “yes, rather.” They all be- 
lieved that London had been cap- 
tured, and that German sentries were 
outside Buckingham Palace. They 
are evidently told a lot of rot. We 
gave them some of our newspapers 
to convince them. 
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Not all conversations involved such in- 
credible false assertions. Henry William- 
son, who would later become the author 
of Tarka the Otter and other books, was 
serving nearing Ploegsteert in Belgium, 
where he participated in one of the truces. 
He talked with a German soldier who was 
convinced they were fighting for freedom 
and that God was on their side. William- 
son and the German soldier agreed not to 
quarrel on Christmas Day. Conversations 
like this took place numerous times during 
the truces. 

There were numerous games of soccer, 
or football as they called it, as well as 
many attempts that failed for lack of a de- 
cent playing field or a soccer ball. There 
were a few improvised soccer balls. The 
best known of these soccer games was 
won by the Germans by a score of 3-2. 
There are credible theories that there 
were two such games, both resulting 
in the same final score. Ambiguities in 
such simple details as the times, places, 
and final scores of soccer games reveal 
something of the nature of the Christmas 
Truces. They were not authorized by the 
high commands, and the participants 
were eventually threatened with courts- 
martial for having participated in them. 
This drove much of the factual informa- 
tion underground. 

In addition to the understanding of each 
other and goodwill built during the truces, 


Boxing Day (Dec. 26) 1914: A photo taken by Second Lieutenant Cyril Drummond, RFA, shows 
British and German soldiers still at peace with each other on the day after Christmas. 


THE NEW AMERICAN ¢ DECEMBER 22, 2014 


there was some distrust. In some places 
enemy soldiers were not allowed to ven- 
ture too close to the opposing trenches for 
fear they might be doing a little reconnais- 
sance that would be useful once hostilities 
resumed. 

There was also some dissension 
amongst those whom one would have 
expected to have strong allegiance. 
There were numerous letters from Brit- 
ish soldiers discussing the vast differ- 
ences between the Saxon Germans and 
the Prussian Germans. But there was one 
amazing letter, in the book Christmas 
Truce by Malcolm Brown and Shirley 
Seaton, indicating animosity between 
some of the French and British troops 
that was evidenced in a truce between 
French and German units: 


There was general handshaking; the 
dead were buried; cigars, cigarettes 
and newspapers were exchanged and 
a general celebration ensued. Then 
the Frenchmen suggested that we 
shoot no longer, promised that they 
themselves would not resume hos- 
tilities in that event. But they added: 
“Beat those Britishers. We have no 
use for them.” Well, we gladly agreed 
to this. Again there was handshaking, 
arms were resumed, and everybody 
crawled back to his trench. It was 
peace in the midst of war. 


There were numerous photos taken. Some 
of the truces were extended through New 
Year’s Day in order to have the film de- 
veloped and the pictures printed. The pic- 
tures, having been taken by amateurs, are 
generally not perfectly in focus, but they 
were well enough in focus to prove the 
men standing in them were in the uniforms 
of opposing forces. 

There were also some tragic events 
where soldiers thought there was a truce 
in their area and were killed or wounded as 
they walked out into no-man’s land. 


How Others Spent Christmas 1914 
Kaiser Wilhelm II visited his troops, but 
apparently not those who were in the 
trenches. The New York Times on Decem- 
ber 30 had this account: 


The Kaiser sat down to Christmas 
dinner with nearly 1,000 officers and 
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A target as target: An artist depicted one of the most bizarre activities reported during the 
Christmas Truces of 1914: a shooting competition between British and German soldiers, shooting 
at tin cans. 


men at Great General Headquarters 
at Hotel de Ville in Northern France. 


The article ended with a quote from the 
Kaiser and a description of his departure: 


“Down with all enemies of Germany. 
Amen.” 

The Kaiser then visited the tables, 
exchanging gifts with the officers. 
The soldiers sang “Deutschland Uber 
Alles” as the Kaiser left the hall. 


King George V, who was a cousin of Kai- 
ser Wilhelm II, celebrated a quieter Christ- 
mas. The Zimes (London) on December 
26 described the British Royal family’s 
Christmas: 


The King and Queen and their fam- 
ily were in residence at York Cottage, 
and, while there was some curtail- 
ment of their own Christmas, they 
did everything they could for those 
dependent upon them. 

The royal family themselves spent 
Christmas in a quiet manner. In the 
morning they attended the Church of 
St. Mary Magdalene in the Park, the 
older members of the family remain- 
ing behind for Holy Communion. 


German soldier Adolf Hitler, although 


baptized a Catholic, did not participate 
in the Christmas observances that were 
available to him. His unit, the 16th Ba- 
varian Reserve Infantry Regiment, had 
just been relieved from the front, and they 
were in a monastery at Messines. When 
hearing of the truces, Hitler rejected the 
very idea of such truces. 


Resuming Hostilities 

In some places hostilities resumed imme- 
diately after the truces. One example of 
this can be found in Trench Warfare 1914- 
1918 — The Live and Let Live System by 
Tony Ashworth, where he quoted one of 
the participants: 


At 8.30 I fired three shots in the 
air and put up a flag with “Merry 
Christmas” on it, and I climbed on 
the parapet. He put up a sheet with 
“Thank you” on it and the German 
Captain appeared on the parapet. We 
both bowed and saluted and got down 
into our respective trenches, and he 
fired two shots in the air, and the war 
was on again. 


Resuming hostilities was generally not 
so easy. Some of the units continued or 
renegotiated their truces. One of the tac- 
tics used by the high command to restart 
the hostilities was to put a combat unit 
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In some truces the soldiers on each side agreed to warn each other 
if a high-ranking officer was planning a visit. In such cases a warning 
would be sent to the other side to keep their heads down during the 


staff visit. 


on relief and replace it with a different 
unit that hadn’t participated in a truce. 
In some cases the outgoing unit would 
inform the incoming unit that the Christ- 
mas Truce was still on in that location. 
This appears to have happened at least a 
few times and on both sides. Exactly how 
many times this happened is not known. 
It was all done on the sly. 

In his book Truce, Jim Murphy quoted 
Major Murdoch McKenzie Wood about 
the truce in his area, which lasted two 
weeks: 


I ... came to the conclusion that I 
have held firmly ever since, that if 
we had been left to ourselves there 
would have never been another shot 
fired. For a fortnight that truce went 
on. We were on the most friendly 
terms, and it was only the fact that 
we were being controlled by others 
that made it necessary for us to start 
trying to shoot one another again. 


“0 Tannenbaum”: An artist depicted one of the Christmas Truces of 1914, with a Christmas tree ina 
prominent place. Many Christmas trees were supplied to the German soldiers at the front, in a war both 
sides were promised would be over by Christmas. 


38 


There was a near mutiny when one of the 
regiments in the XIX Saxon Corps was or- 
dered to resume hostilities. Robert Cowley 
wrote of this in his book The Great War — 
Perspectives on the First World War. An 
Australian expatriate named Ethyl Cooper 
was told about this by a German soldier 
named Vize-Feldwebel Lange while on 
leave in Leipzig. Cooper kept it concealed 
until after the armistice was signed. 


The difficulty began on the 26th, 
when the order to fire was given, for 
the men struck. Herr Lange says that 
... he had never heard such language 
as the officers indulged in, while they 
stormed up and down, and got, as the 
only result, the answer, “We can’t — 
they are good fellows, and we can’t.” 
Finally, the officers turned on the men 
with, “Fire, or we do — and not at the 
enemy!” Not a shot had come from 
the other side, but at last they fired, 
and an answering fire came back, but 


not a man fell. “We spent that day and 
the next,” said Herr Lange, “wasting 
ammunition in trying to shoot the stars 
down from the sky.” 


In some truces the soldiers on each side 
agreed to warn each other if a high-ranking 
officer was planning a visit. In such cases a 
warning would be sent to the other side to 
keep their heads down during the staff visit. 
The troops on that side would be seemingly 
firing at the enemy positions but actually 
firing slightly over their heads. 

The truce in the Ploegsteert Wood, Bel- 
gium area was probably the last to end. It re- 
portedly lasted through the month of March. 
Reports say all the truces were ended by 
Easter, which in 1915 fell on April 4. 


A Story Still Being Revealed 

Students of the Christmas Truces of 1914 
are frustrated by a lack of official sources 
of information. Government officials in 
general reluctantly admitted that such 
truces occurred. The primary sources of 
news about these truces are found in let- 
ters written by the soldiers, some of which 
were printed in newspapers in the weeks 
following Christmas of 1914. 

The facts of what happened were so 
successfully suppressed that some of the 
troops who were in the area of the 
truces didn’t know of them. One 
soldier who had served in that area 
was telling his friends and relatives 
in all honesty that no such truces 
ever happened. He knew because 
he was there and it didn’t happen. 
And then he met some of the par- 
ticipants and was presented with 
other evidences. 

Two letters describing the truce, 
written by Major J.P.V. Hawksley 
and addressed to his sister Mu- 
riel, were auctioned by Bonhams. 
They sold for 4,750 British pounds 
($7,478). The news of this auction 
will certainly encourage people to 
search their attics and old family 
papers. Perhaps more letters will 
be found and more will be learned. 

There is more being learned 
about these truces thanks to Opera- 
tion Plum Puddings, an organiza- 
tion that is transcribing these letters 
from old newspapers and making 
them available to the public. Hl 
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EXERCISING THE RIGHT 


Never Grab a Loaded Gun 


The Herald Mail reported out of Martins- 
burg, West Virginia, on November 8 about 
a home invasion that proved fatal for one 
of the two burglars. The victim in this inci- 
dent was an elderly disabled man who was 
at home when two intruders kicked in his 
door. The resident quickly grabbed his pis- 
tol, which he aimed at the intruders. One 
of the two assailants reached out and tried 
to grab the gun away from the homeowner. 
The gun fired when the intruder grabbed 
it, and the criminal was shot at point-blank 
range in the chest. The injured burglar 
collapsed on the floor and was taken to 
Berkeley Medical Center, where he was 
pronounced dead. The second intruder fled 
the scene. 


Firearms Instructor Battles 


“Knife-wielding Madman” 


Thirty-eight-year-old William Lawler, an 
Army veteran and a longtime firearms 
safety instructor, was grateful for his 
particular skill set when he encountered 
a bizarre man on October 12 outside a 
Pathmark store near his Northeast Phila- 
delphia home. Lawler said that he and his 
girlfriend were walking in the Pathmark 
parking lot when a man who was standing 
next to an SUV drew his attention. “He 
looked odd from the beginning,” Lawler 
told Philly.com. He said the man pulled 
out a 13-inch knife and began mumbling 
and yelling curses at Lawler and his female 
companion. Lawler, who always carries a 
9 mm pistol with him, pulled it out and 
showed it to the knife-wielding assailant. 
“Nine times out of 10, all the gun owner 
has to do is show the firearm, and the 
threat goes away,” Lawler told Philly.com, 
but this dangerous man actually continued 
to walk toward Lawler, yelling threats. “At 
least a half-dozen times, I ordered him to 
stop. The last time, I said, ‘I don’t want to 
shoot you, but I will,’” Lawler told Philly. 
com about the final seconds before he was 
forced to fire his pistol. 

The Pathmark surveillance video 
captured the incident and corroborated 
Lawler’s story, in which he attempted to 
defuse the situation and move away be- 


40 


fore shooting. Lawler explained that the 
crazed man kept getting closer and closer 
to him as he and his girlfriend tried to 
step away. The knife-wielding man even 
yelled to Lawler that he was going to cut 
him. Lawler felt that he was left with no 
choice but to defend himself and fired 
his weapon. “Then, after I shot him, he 
fell to his knees and tried to throw the 
knife at me,” Lawler told Philly.com. The 
shot actually hit the assailant in the groin, 
and the injured suspect was taken to Aria 
Health’s Torresdale hospital for medical 
treatment. The suspect has 21 prior arrests 
on charges ranging from assault to theft 
and is expected to be charged with aggra- 
vated assault for threatening Lawler and 
his girlfriend. Still, Lawler explained that 
he wishes the man a full recovery: “My 
intent was to stop him, not kill him.... I 
hope he’s OK, and hopefully he will be 
prosecuted.” Lawler also explained his 
view that people need to be responsible 
for their own personal safety. “I firmly 
believe that in order to maintain a free so- 
ciety, people need to take personal safety 
into their own hands.... You should walk 
around ready and able to protect yourself 
and others in your community.” 


Grandfather Shoots 
Would-be Rapists 


WTVD-TV reported out of Lumberton, 
North Carolina, on October 25 about a 
67-year-old grandfather who fought back 
to save his 19-year-old granddaughter 
from being raped. Kenneth Byrd was 
at home with his wife and their grand- 
daughter when a man knocked on their 
door around 10:00 p.m. The man claimed 
to have car problems and said he needed 
water. Two other men, wearing ski masks 
and black clothing, then forced their 
way into the home. All three men were 
armed and demanded money. The men 
forced the grandparents into the back of 
the house, where the thugs savagely beat 
them. The intruders then ordered them to 
open a safe. 

The victims said that it was at this mo- 
ment when the three men attempted to rape 
the granddaughter. The details are sketchy, 


“.. the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.” 
“REESE #38 — EEE 


but the intruders may have left Byrd and 
his wife alone after the gruesome beating, 
while they attempted to sexually assault 
the granddaughter. The grandfather, hor- 
rified at what was happening, grabbed his 
nearest gun and began firing at the men. 
An exchange of gunfire ensued, with both 
the grandfather and suspects being seri- 
ously injured. Byrd was reportedly shot 
eight times, including being hit by a bullet 
that pierced his heart, and suffered such 
a vicious beating that neighbors initially 
thought that he was shot in the head. The 
suspects fled the scene in Byrd’s vehicle. 

Police were called to the scene by neigh- 
bors; Byrd was taken to a nearby hospital 
with serious injuries and was later airlift- 
ed to another hospital for more extensive 
treatment. Shortly after the shooting, au- 
thorities were notified that two men with 
gunshot wounds were admitted to another 
hospital for treatment. After a brief inves- 
tigation, authorities were able to link these 
men to the home invasion. Police would 
later locate the third suspect, deceased, 
inside Byrd’s stolen vehicle. 

WBTW reported that the two wounded 
suspects were airlifted to other hospitals 
for emergency surgery and that these men, 
along with the deceased suspect, are be- 
lieved to have committed other home in- 
vasions in the area. 

The Robesonian featured interviews 
with neighbors. The Byrds’ next-door 
neighbor for the past 20 years, Henry Pitt- 
man, described the horrific ordeal in detail, 
including how the young granddaughter 
ran to his house with her clothes all in tat- 
ters. Pittman also emphasized the brutality 
of the assault Kenneth suffered before the 
exchange of gunfire: “They beat Kenneth. 
I mean they beat him bad,” Pittman told 
the Robesonian. Regarding the suspects, 
Pittman told the Robesonian, “They got 
what they deserved.... They kicked the 
wrong door in.” 

Another female neighbor, who didn’t 
want to be named, credited Byrd with 
stopping the story from being even more 
awful. The woman told the Robesonian 
that if it were not for Kenneth Byrd’s re- 
silience, “It could have been uglier.... He 
was trying to protect his family.” 

— PATRICK KREY 
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USA Freedom Act Fails 


Item: SC Magazine (published for IT 
security professionals) ran an article on 
November 19 reporting: 


Despite picking up what was termed 
strong support from the White House, 
the USA Freedom Act failed to gar- 
ner enough votes in the Senate to 
move forward. 

The bill, which would put the ki- 
bosh on the agency bulk collection 
of metadata, a program revealed by 
Edward Snowden, was voted down 
— though it received a 58-42 vote in 
favor, it did not get enough yays to 
break a filibuster by Senate Repub- 
licans who said if approved the act 
might make the country more vulner- 
able to another terrorist attack. 


ITEM: Jn a November 18 Wall Street Jour- 
nal op-ed column entitled “NSA Reform 
That Only ISIS Could Love,” former U.S. 
Attorney General Michael Mukasey as- 
serted that the “misnamed USA Freedom 
Act” was “exquisitely crafted to hobble 
the gathering of electronic intelligence.” 
CORRECTION: Most of the major media 
depicted the failure of the USA Freedom 
Act as a victory for security-minded Re- 
publicans, led by Minority Leader Mitch 
McConnell, over those who allegedly 
would weaken national security. The GOP 
establishment cast the bill as a misguided 
quest that would compromise the “war 
on terror” for what they regard as a less 
important principle: safeguarding Ameri- 
cans’ right to privacy. But things are 
not always as they first seem. The USA 
Freedom Act would not only fail to end 
warrantless surveillance — as the Fourth 
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution re- 
quires — but, it would also make matters 
worse by extending key provisions of the 
Patriot Act until 2017. 

Following a Republican-led filibuster in 
the Senate, a November 18 vote for cloture 
that would have allowed the USA Free- 
dom Act (S. 2685) to proceed to the floor 
failed by a vote of 58-42. Sixty votes were 
needed to end the filibuster. Only four Re- 
publicans voted “Yea,” with 52 Democrats 


Call 1-800-727-TRUE to subscribe today! 


and two independents. One Democrat, Bill 
Nelson of Florida, voted “Nay.” 

The official summary of the legisla- 
tion, S. 2685, sponsored by Senator Pat- 
rick Leahy (D-Vt.) read: “To strengthen 
privacy protections, accountability, and 
oversight related to domestic surveillance 
conducted pursuant to the USA PATRIOT 
Act and the Foreign Intelligence Surveil- 
lance Act of 1978.” 

In contrast to the firm GOP opposition 
to the bill in the Senate, a related version 
of the bill, (H.R. 3361), sponsored by 
Representative Jim Sensenbrenner (R- 
Wis.), passed the Republican-controlled 
House on May 22 by a 303-121 vote. Co- 
sponsors of the House bill had included 
steadfast constitutionalists Justin Amash 
(R-Mich.), Thomas Massie (R-Ky.), and 
Paul Broun (R-Ga.). However, due to 
changes in the bill through the amend- 
ment process, all three of them voted 
against the bill. 

Amash noted of the revised bill on his 
Facebook page: “This morning’s bill main- 
tains and codifies a large-scale, unconstitu- 
tional domestic spying program. It claims 
to end ‘bulk collection’ of Americans’ data 
only ina very technical sense: The bill pro- 
hibits the government from, for example, 
ordering a telephone company to turn over 
all its call records every day.” 
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Amash complained that the bill that 
he had originally cosponsored was “so 
weakened” by behind-the-scenes negotia- 
tions that it allows the government to order 
large swaths of American phone records 
“without probable cause.” He also noted 
an important point: “While the original 
version of the Freedom Act allowed Sec. 
215 of the Patriot Act to expire in June 
2015, this morning’s bill extends the life 
of that controversial section for more than 
two years, through 2017.” 

Both pieces of legislation stated their 
purpose as ending the NSA’s bulk collec- 
tion of metadata — a program revealed by 
the much-publicized whistleblower Edward 
Snowden, who worked inside the NSA cen- 
ter in Hawaii in 2013. Among Snowden’s 
defenders has been former Representative 
Ron Paul, who launched a petition to se- 
cure clemency for the self-exiled thorn in 
the NSA’s side last February. 

Considering Paul’s strong support for 
Snowden’s exposure of the NSA’s spy- 
ing, it would be reasonable to expect that 
his son, Senator Rand Paul (R-Ky.) would 
have been eager to get the USA Freedom 
Act to the floor of the Senate. Surprising- 
ly, the younger Paul opposed the Leahy 
bill, but for different reasons than most 
other Republicans. He cited the bill’s ex- 
tension of key provisions of the Patriot 
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Act until 2017 as his reason for rejecting 
it. As he explained on his Senate website, 


In the aftermath of the Sept. 11 terrorist 
attacks, Americans were eager to catch 
and punish the terrorists who attacked 
us. I, like most Americans, demanded 
justice. But one common misconcep- 
tion is that the Patriot Act applies only 
to foreigners — when in reality, the 
Patriot Act was instituted precisely to 
widen the surveillance laws to include 
US. citizens.... As Benjamin Franklin 
put it, “those who trade their liberty 
for security may wind up with nei- 
ther.” Today’s vote to oppose further 
consideration of the Patriot Act exten- 
sion proves that we are one step closer 
to restoring civil liberties in America. 


Paul was not against the parts of the USA 
Freedom Act that would have tried to limit 
NSA surveillance, therefore, but against 
those parts that would have extended parts 
of the Patriot Act until to 2017. In that, he 
is correct. Section 701 of the act, 
entitled “Sunsets,” states: 


(a) USA PATRIOT Improve- 
ment and Reauthorization Act 
of 2005- Section 102(b)(1) of 
the USA PATRIOT Improve- 
ment and Reauthorization Act 
of 2005 (50 U.S.C. 1805 note) 
is amended by striking “June 1, 
2015” and inserting “Decem- 
ber 31, 2017”. 


“They put something good in a 
bill that I find objectionable,” Paul 
told the Daily Beast (a website af- 
filiated with Newsweek) before the 
Senate vote. “They could take out 
the [Patriot Act] reauthorization, 
then [ll vote for the bill.” 

Representative Ron Paul once 
said of the act: “The Patriot Act, 
like every political issue, boils 
down to a simple choice: Should 
we expand government power, or 
reduce it?” 

Senator Paul’s colleague from 
Kentucky, Senate Republican 
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Leader Mitch McConnell, unabashedly 
defended the NSA’s spy programs. In re- 
marks made on the Senate floor on the day 
of the vote, McConnell referred to ISIL (the 
government-approved name for ISIS) and 
al-Qaeda and stated “these are terrorists 
who know how to use encryption and they 
know how to change devices frequently.” 

McConnell said on the Senate floor: 
“TISIL fighters’ familiarity with America’s 
intelligence capabilities] is part of the rea- 
son why I’m so strongly opposed to the 
legislation offered by the Chairman of the 
Judiciary Committee [Leahy] that would 
end one of our nation’s critical capabilities 
to gather significant intelligence on terror- 
ist threats.” 

In his remarks, McConnell referred his 
colleagues to the Wall Street Journal op-ed 
quoted above, describing it as “an excellent 
opinion piece.” In that article, former CIA 
and NSA Director General Michael Hayden 
and former U.S. Attorney General Michael 
Mukasey resurrected the worn-out mantra 
long used by those who would grant more 
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Is Rand keeping up with Ron? Though Rand Paul did not vote 
for the USA Freedom Act, which was claimed to limit NSA 
surveillance, he did it because the act continues the Patriot Act. 


power to government in order to defend 
the citizenry against an enemy at the gates. 
In typical power consolidators’ fashion, 
Hayden and Mukasey first present the threat 
and then the rationale for stepping on the 
Fourth Amendment to deal with that threat: 


ISIS, uses sophisticated Internet 
communications to swell its ranks 
with recruits bearing U.S. and Cana- 
dian, or European passports — who 
can easily slip back into their native 
countries and wreak havoc. 

In that threat environment, one 
would think that the last thing on the 
“to do” list of the 113th Congress, 
would be to add to the grim news. Yet, 
Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid 
has announced that he will bring to 
the floor the extravagantly misnamed 
USA Freedom Act, a major new bill, 
exquisitely crafted to hobble the gath- 
ering of electronic intelligence. 


What the media have failed to report is 
that, far from being offered a clear 
choice between authorizing war- 
rantless surveillance to fight ter- 
rorism — at the expense of the 
Fourth Amendment — or restrict- 
ing the “war on terror” to preserve 
liberty, the senators were given 
neither. The USA Freedom Act 
would not have ended the NSA’s 
warrantless surveillance program, 
which will continue whether Con- 
gress reauthorizes it or not be- 
cause it derives its authority not 
from Congress but from Executive 
Order 12333 issued by President 
Ronald Reagan in 1981. Failing 
to accomplish its stated objective, 
it only would have made matters 
worse by extending key provi- 
sions of the Patriot Act until 2017. 
Given this non-choice, Sena- 
tor Paul was by no means on 
Mitch McConnell’s team. He, 
instead, recognized the same 
threats to liberty that Amash, 
Massie, and Broun had noticed 

in the House bill. 
— WARREN Mass 
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Voter ID Makes Sense 


he state of Texas re- 
quires that all who 
wish to vote must 


show identification. Every- 
one in that state has to prove 
that he or she is an eligible 
voter. Those who can’t do so 
are not given a ballot to mark. 
Numerous other states have 
similar requirements. In the 
2014 election, 15 more states 
required some form of voter 
ID than did previously. 

In 2012, Democrat Pete 
Gallego won election to the 
U.S. Congress in the 23rd Dis- 
trict of Texas, an area along 
the Rio Grande bordering 
Mexico. The vote totals were 
96,477 for Gallego and 87,255 for incumbent Republican Fran- 
cisco Canseco, a four-percent margin. A total of 183,732 ballots 
were cast, including almost 3,000 for a third-party candidate. 

But Gallego lost his reelection try in 2014 when only 55,436 
constituents voted for him and 57,901 chose Republican Will 
Hurd. Anthony Gutierrez, Gallego’s campaign manager, has 
claimed that the tough Texas law requiring voter identification 
led to his candidate’s defeat. He stated: “Republicans counted 
on voter ID suppressing Democrat-leaning minority turnout by a 
couple of points. That appears to be exactly what happened, and 
in our race, it was enough to change the outcome.” 

Gutierrez didn’t say so explicitly, but he did seem to indicate 
that the campaign he had run needed voters who couldn’t prove 
that they were legitimately on the voting rolls. Had there been 
no voter ID requirement, insisted Gutierrez, Gallego would have 
been reelected. If ever there was an argument for voter ID, Guti- 
errez just produced it. 

During his two years as the 23rd District’s congressman, Pete 
Gallego rarely honored his oath to abide by the U.S. Constitution. 
The Freedom Index issued by this magazine showed him with 
a mere 20 to 30 percent constitutional rating. Gallego voted for 
abortion funding, suspending the debt ceiling, and allowing joint 
U.S. military exercises with the forces of communist China. He 
voted against requiring a congressional declaration of war before 
sending U.S. troops into battle, against repeal of ObamaCare, and 
against construction of the Keystone pipeline. In other words, he 
was a loyal Democrat whose 2012 victory, if the comments of 
campaign manager Anthony Gutierrez are considered, was likely 
won by some voters who likely weren’t fully eligible. 

Another notable feature of the Gallego loss is the huge differ- 
ence in the vote totals — roughly 80,000 fewer ballots were cast 
in 2014 than in the 2012 race for the congressional seat when a 
president was also chosen. Midterm elections always attract fewer 
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voters. People who care about 
which candidate will represent 
them in minor offices usually 
vote even in a non-presidential 
year. Those who don’t care or 
don’t know anything about 
minor candidates can’t be 
bothered. But, significantly, 
Gallego’s campaign manager 
said nothing about these phe- 
nomena and complained only 
about voter ID requirements. 

Asking potential voters to 
produce evidence that they 
deserve a ballot makes sense, 
though of course this decision 
properly belongs to the states, 
not the federal government. 
However, contrary to this 
principle of federalism, federal justices have abolished voter 
IDs in several states, and more suits are likely, despite the fact 
that IDs are required for other activities such as boarding an 
airplane or cashing a check. 

An American friend of ours who lives in Peru recently in- 
formed us that voters in that nation must present a national ID 
card that has one’s photo, signature, fingerprint, and barcode 
information. There is no Internet or mail-in voting. A voter must 
go to a designated polling place and show his or her ID card to 
officials at a designated table where a book can be searched to 
see if the information on the ID matches what is shown in the 
book. If everything is deemed OK, the voter is given a ballot, 
and the ID isn’t returned until the ballot is placed in a vote box. 
Also, the returned ID card will have a new sticker designating 
the voting year. At that point, every voter is further required to 
dip an index finger in an ink well whose dark blue ink won’t be 
washable for about a week. 

In Peru, there are few if any unqualified voters. Nor are there 
any complaints about illegal voting. And Peru doesn’t have mil- 
lions of illegal border entrants itching to vote, a serious problem 
here in the United States. 

The states in our United States should have voter ID laws, 
and when such laws are struck down by the federal judiciary, 
the states must recognize these actions for what they are — un- 
constitutional usurpations of power that can be declared null 
and void via nullification. Not to have an ID to prove eligibility 
to vote opens the door for fraud, the type that the campaign 
manager for defeated Congressman Pete Gallego seems willing 
to accept. These laws don’t have to be as strict as those in Peru, 
nor should ID issuance be conducted by the national govern- 
ment. Also, no one should be required to vote, and the casting 
of a ballot should always be looked upon as a rightful privilege 
of citizenship, not a duty. 
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